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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I have to admit, I was once again captivated by the Summer Olympic Games this year.
Every four years we see athletes from around the world demonstrate their God given abilities in
competition to see who is the best in the world in an endless number of events. From sports
I’ve enjoyed watching, to sports I had competed in throughout the years, to sports I had never
seen before (I had never seen handball before, but it sure looks like fun), I was thoroughly
entertained!
For me there were three major reasons why I found myself tuning in night after night to
catch more highlights and events. It starts with the Competition, seeing the best of the best out
there giving their best effort chasing after a dream. For some their goal was an Olympic record,
while others were ecstatic with a PR (personal record). I enjoyed watching the good clean
competition that developed between countries and in particular some athletes between each
other. It added fuel to the drama and did not disappoint.
The second thing that I enjoyed this year was the Compelling stories that came out of the
Games. The behind the scenes stories of the athletes that showed their personal side and how
they got to Rio. There were some “old” faces that we’ve seen from the last few Olympics
(Michael Phelps and Usain Bolt to name a few), but there were also numerous other new faces
that we were introduced to this year that captivated our attention.
But for me the best and most surprising thing about these Olympic Games were the
Countless numbers of athletes giving praise and thanks to God. Whether it was the athlete
who shared their faith in the midst of a TV interview, the competitor who made the sign of the
cross prior to their event, or the relay team that gathered in a circle to pray at the conclusion of
their race. The list of examples goes on and on as these athletes competed for glory…yet also
realized where that glory truly belongs…with God.
I’m reminded of St Paul’s words to the Ephesian elders:
“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of
God’s grace.” (Acts 20:24)

Pastor J

Peter DiGaudio – 09/01
Jordan Keller – 09/19
Cheryl Lynn Wilkinson-09/02 Cullen Lisowski-09/19
Wes Larsen – 09/04
Kenny Meyer – 09/20
Amy VanRuden – 09/04
Isabella VanRuden-09/20
Norma Hansen – 09/05
Nathaniel Lisowski – 09/24
Audrie McCray – 09/05
Mitch Wilckens – 09/27
Erin Hetland – 09/07
Mareno Greco – 09/28
John Hansen – 09/09
Richard Hegge – 09/28
Brynn Hetland – 09/12
Erika Rock -09/29
Mary Boudreau – 09/13
Mariah Franklin – 09/30
Julie Heldt – 09/14
Michael Langdon – 09/30
Yvonne Nowak – 09/16
Sheri Kinney – 09/17

A special thank you is extended to
those who played on Pentecost’s
volleyball and softball teams. Your
fans love you for your spirit and
entertainment
throughout
the
summer!

COLLECTIONS FOR CONCORDIA
LUTHERAN SCHOOL
Box Tops for Education
Campbell’s soup labels
Old cell phones
Ongoing church collection for Ronald McDonald House
Tabs – including soups, canned fruits and beverages
Thank you for supporting our Missions

Carrie & Nick Schurrer – 2 years – September 6th
John & Sheri Hansen – 37 years – September 8

th

Ashley & Brian Ekstowicz – 2 years– September 13th
Kevin & Sheri Kinney – 28 years – September 17th
Dave & Katy Wagner – 20 years – September 21st
Heather & Jeffrey Alvarez –9 years – September 22

nd

Pastor & Courtney Jacob – 5 years – September 25th

September 22, 2016 – 5:00 pm
The Heartland Smokehouse
(Robert Barclay’s Restaurant)
7115 Durand Ave. (Hwy 11)
near Walmart
Ladies 18 and older are welcome to
join us for an evening of good food and fellowship. Sign
up with Kathy Foss

Pat & Erin Hetland – 24 years – September 26th

John & Sheri Hansen
W173 S7680 Westwood Dr.
Muskego, WI 53150

You’re Invited . . . You are cordially invited to attend
the 25th Anniversary in Pastoral Ministry of Rev.
Richard Schauer on Sun., Sept. 25th, 2016. A Celebratory
worship service of praise and thanksgiving will be held
at 9:30am, Rev. Dr. Carl H. Krueger, Jr., SELC District
President, retired, will deliver the message. A special
anniversary recognition luncheon will be held at Silver
Lake Country Club, Orland Park, beginning at 12:00 pm
for fellowship and lunch served at 1pm. The cost for the
lunch will be $27 for adults, and $14 for children.
Advance reservations are required.
If you would like to make a reservation for the
anniversary luncheon, please contact Trinity Lutheran
Church by Sept. 1st. 708-532-9395

The 55+ Club will be meeting on
Tuesday, Sept. 13th at 12 noon.
Bingo will be played. You are asked
to bring 1-2 gifts for prizes. Anyone
55 and over is welcome to come!

NEXT COMMUNITY OUTREACH will be for the
Hospitality Center downtown. It provides meals to those
in need. We as a congregation can help by gathering any
size cans of black beans used for these meals. They are
also in need of powdered creamer for coffee. Thank you
for helping with this cause.

Craft Fair Bake Sale: Once again our church is
hosting a craft fair on Saturday, October 22nd. We
are looking for bakers to fill a table of great baked
goodies. All proceeds will go towards our church
general budget. Start looking through your recipes.
There will be a sign-up sheet on the narthex table in
the next few weeks. Any questions, contact Sue
Murcek.

Within the next year we will need to replace the shingles
on the south side of the church roof. Initial quotes
estimate a cost of around $20,000.00. If you would like
to make a donation toward repairing the church roof over
and above your regular offering, please mark your
donation "Roof Repair Fund".

Richard LaFave
8/28/1926 – 8/19/2016

Dick and Toni LaFave
will be remembered by many in our church. They were
married at Pentecost on August 16, 1947, by the late
Rev. John Valentik. Their story is also in our book of
those celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary. They
were instrumental in starting the 55+ Club and brought
the idea for Hymn Sing back with them from a church
they visited on vacation.
Dick was a member of the Men’s Club and Choir. He
was congregational president
at the time of our 75th
Anniversary and when we
burned our church mortgage
August 27, 1989. (What a
great birthday present for the
congregation’s president
whose birthday was the day
after the service!)
Congregational
th
president 75
Anniversary
May 29, 1983

Due to health reasons, Dick and Toni moved to Eau
Claire several years ago to be near their family.
However, Pentecost was always very important to them
and they never totally gave up their membership here.

Stewardship Corner
Time ~ Talents ~ Treasure

This month I’d like to concentrate on TALENTS
with a special thank you from me to three musicians who
help almost every Sunday. Sometimes, as parents, we
tend to take our children for granted – that they’ll always
be there if we need them. So here’s my thank you to
Tom, Tim, and Scott (kind of an adopted son on Sunday
mornings).
Thanks, Tom, for being willing to play your trumpet.
Thanks for taking time to find, get guitar music ready,
and set up equipment when we want to do a guitar song
on Sundays. Thanks for singing solos and ensembles and
getting the mic set for other soloists.
Thanks, Tim, for playing clarinet, often playing when
I go to communion, singing with the Praise Team, and
singing solos. Thanks for helping find young musicians
in our congregation.
Thanks, Scott, for your enthusiasm for trumpet,
guitar, and singing – always willing to use your talents.
How I appreciate knowing I can count on all of you
on Sundays!
It was great to have Ian Barclay back on August 21st to
play his drums again. Remember, any former or visiting
musicians, you’re always welcome to join us on
Sundays.

Noisy Offering – Kitchen Update
September 17-18
Have your found an idea for your Noisy Offering
container yet? We have a few on display in the Narthex
to give you some ideas – just make sure the top comes
off easily when you put the money in the offering
container, but not so easily it will fly off when we sing
our joyful song.
Not feeling creative – don’t
worry, any jar, can, box will do.
Let’s make our Noisy Offerings fill
the collection dish to overflowing.
We almost did that the first year!

God Bless Our Native Land
It’s amazing how many different stories you can find
when you look up a certain hymn story. God Bless Our
Native Land is one of these.
God Bless Our Native Land is one of several hymns
with the same first line. Our hymnal credits the text to
Charles T. Brooks (1813-83) and John S. Dwight (181393) The Tune is known as National Anthem. Some other
songs with the same melody are God Save the Queen
and My Country ‘Tis of Thee.
Many different people have claimed to author at least
part of the hymn. Mrs. Sarah Henshaw claims to have
written it after the fall of Ft. Sumter with the desire that
the Connecticut soldiers would have something to sing
as they marched. She said she wrote it to the melody of
God Save the King. The question asked here was, “How
could a hymn printed as early as 1841have been written
by her in 1861?” Others have said that the Rev. Charles
T. Brooks translated it from German. Still others credit it
to John. S Dwight, or at least parts of it, or that he
altered some parts of it. Both Brooks and Dwight seem
to remember that the other contributed something to the
hymn. “We may, therefore, accept their joint authorship
of the hymn as it now stands.” In its altered form it
appeared in Lowell Mason’s singing books.
Most of the information for this story was taken from
books.google.com

