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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

At the September church council meeting I suggested the possibility of creating Small Groups here at Pentecost, but didn’t 

go in to much detail.  With that in mind, I thought I would explain more about what Small Groups are, some of the 

benefits of having them, and how to sign up for one. 

 

Small Groups are a subset of the congregation that meets outside of worship t imes, in order to engage in God’s Word and 

fellowship with fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.    

 

Small groups can meet in homes or restaurants, plan adventures to destinations, or if they desire can make arrangements to 

meet at the church or parish house.  The collective group can decide how often they want to meet and when they want to 

meet.  The group also decides on the topic collectively – so they can agree what area of study they’d like to dig in to.  

There can be one leader, or responsibility can rotate among the members.  Suggested small groups can be as few as four 

people to as many as twelve (but the more people in the group, often times the harder a time it is to get schedules to 

agree). 

 

Orlando Saer puts it well: “The basic ‘unit’ of the church is the church itself, not some subdivision of it.” Small groups are 

not the essence of the church.  But without something like a small group ministry, it can be difficult for Christians to 

reflect the biblical pattern of communal life.  

 

Again, Saer is helpful: “Small groups can be a very helpful means of achieving ends which certainly are demanded by the 

Bible of Christian churches.” The Bible does not demand “house churches.” But there is an undeniable beauty in church 

members meeting publicly as well as in homes (Acts 20:20; Romans 16:5). Christ’s followers break bread together as a 

united family in the Eucharist and as smaller groups around tables where common life happens (Acts 2:46-47). 

 

There are many reasons why small group fellowship meetings have been an important part of Christian experience 

throughout the ages. 

 

1. Discipleship 

Small groups provide opportunities for believers to learn from each other as they apply the gospel within the intimacy of 

relationships.  “Who is Jesus?” is critical to hear from the pulpit. But we also need friends to help us wrestle through that 

question face to face. We need people who are willing to get to know us so they can help us walk with Christ more 

faithfully (Acts 18:24-26). 

 

2. Study 

Some Christian groups meet to discuss and apply Scripture.  Members can learn to understand not only the Bible, but also 

each other, so that each will know better how to love the other. The combination of a capable Bible teacher and eager 

learners, all exchanging ideas together, can be powerful. 

 

3. Curiosity 

When small group leaders cultivate an environment of openness and trust, group members are encouraged to ask 

questions they might not ask elsewhere. “I heard the pastor use the word ‘justification’ before. Now I just heard it again. 

What does it mean?” 

 

4. Accountability 

Every member should encourage and gently urge their brothers and sisters to better follow the Lord). But how can we 

exhort others to “contend earnestly for the faith” (Jude 1:3) if we rarely witness them practice the faith outside of 

corporate worship? 



5. Shepherding 

If small groups can help believers assist each other, they can also help the Pastor shepherd their flocks with greater 

familiarity and empathy. Paul “lived among” the believers at Asia (Acts 20:18) so that he knew how to proclaim what was 

helpful from house to house (v. 20). If parishioners feel that their pastor does not know them well enough to help them 

through the tears and trials of life, small groups can help close the shepherding gap. 

 

6. Evangelism 

If we fervently believe in the power of the means of grace—that God works his grace through the official proclamation of 

the gospel and the administration of the sacraments—we should desire that the “uninformed” and “unbelievers” be present 

in corporate worship so that they too will worship God as they sense his presence. But small group meetings can be an 

important stepping stone to church worship. Likewise, many church members might find it easier invite friends to a small 

group who are unready to come to church. 

 

7. Hospitality 

Many believers feel drawn to practice the biblical imperative of loving those to whom they have no natural bond, but they 

don’t always know how to begin. The very thought of hosting non-family members can intimidate. But as believers gather 

in homes for food and spiritual conversation, those present can witness hospitality blossoming from theory to practice. 

 

8. Commitment 

Many churches have a number of guests or occasional visitors “orbiting” the church; they are considering landing but not 

sure if or how they can. Small groups can provide a way for those who are trying—or considering whether they would 

like to try—to break into the life of the church. 

 

9. Prayer 

In the New Testament believers prayed together “with one accord” (Acts 4:24). Believers pray in private and in their 

family networks. In corporate worship, they pray heartily while the pastor voices the words for the community. But in 

small groups, children and parents, neighbors and friends, and new converts help each other come to the throne of grace, 

articulating their praise and petitions in personalized words and accents. In such settings, we can learn to pray even as we 

appreciate the universal fatherhood of God among believers. 

 

10. Socializing 

Fellowship is not a spiritually-neutral activity. As we catch up with friends and make new ones, we practice our calling to 

understand and love each other. As we share and listen to stories, we learn how others are attempting to intersect the 

common life and the sacred life. 

 

Small groups can help us develop a greater sense of Christian community in a disconnected age. They can facilitate the 

formation of deeper Christian friendships, encourage greater spiritual accountability among church members, and become 

a natural opportunity for inviting unbelieving and unchurched (or under-churched) neighbors to interact with a covenant 

community. 

 

Small groups should never supplant the church. But they can provide a setting where the church begins to experience the 

kind of closeness that will characterize the life of the redeemed in the age to come. 

 

So what’s next?  You can do one of two things:   

1.  Start recruiting!  Contact others in the church (or even outside of Pentecost) that you would be interested in joining for 

a small group ministry and assemble your own group.  (Let Pastor Jacob know who’s a part of your group!!)   

 

2.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex.  Fill out the information and Pastor Jacob will be in touch with you to help 

get your group started. 

 

 

Pastor Jacob 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Penny Gullicksrud – 10/01 Austin Hoffman – 10/16 

Bonnie Christensen – 10/02 Brittany Meyer – 10/18 

Pastor Luchterhand – 10/03 Elizabeth Langdon-10/19 

Tim Gullicksrud – 10/04 Liam O’Neill – 10/19 

Dan Hasko – 10/04 Marlene Schueppler-10/22 

Avery Denault – 10/05 Birgit Winterle-10/22 

Thomas Hansen – 10/05 Joanne McCray– 10/28 

Kyle Jacob – 10/05 Bob Perman – 10/29 

Denise Preuss – 10/06 Lauren Hlavka-10/30 

Dylan Schrubbe – 10/06 Katie Gullicksrud-10/31 

Dan Rock – 10/10 Abigail Jensen – 10/31 

Jenna Geyer – 10/15 

 

 

 

 
 

Richard & Diane Rognsvoog – October 4
th

 

50 years 

 

Robert & Birgit Winterle – October 12
th

  

51 years 

 

Scott & Tanya Hensel – October 30
th

 

15 years 

 

 
DONATIONS 

NEEDED 

 The RLHS Harvest Fair 

needs home-canned 

goods and garden 

produce to stock the 

Fruit Cellar booth for the November 2 fair. If you have 

pickles, jam, beets, squash, potatoes, apples, etc. to 

donate, please leave a message at 262-498-5919 or 

RLHS 637-6538. Thank you! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 CAN DRIVE – The first full week of 

each month Concordia Lutheran School 

collects cans to defray the cost of the 

new classrooms added in 2016. If you 

would like to support us in this effort, 

please bring your cans and other 

aluminum, to the lower level stairwell at 

the north entrance of the building each 

month. Mark your calendars: October 7 – 11
th
 is the next 

drop off. We appreciate you assisting us!  

 

CONCORDIA’s 2019 FALL FEST 

Concordia’s Fall Fest is rapidly approaching and 

we are gearing up to have a lot of fun again this year.  

There will be carnival type games, A&W hotdogs, 

Sloppy Joes, inflatables, face painting, a silent auction, 

the cake walk, a Vendor Fair, and lots of fun. 

Please save a little time for us on Saturday, 

October 26
th
 11AM-3PM, to stop by Concordia School, 

wander the Silent Auction, peruse the Vendor Fair, grab 

a bite to eat, and enjoy the boundless energy our students 

have during this fantastic event. 

We are still looking for additional Vendors to 

fill our vendor spots.  If you, or someone you know, are 

an independent consultant, please consider sharing your 

interest and products with the Concordia family and 

friends.  For more information regarding Concordia’s 

Vendor Fair or for a vendor application, please call/txt 

Terri Lisowski 414-331-1800 or email 

terri.lisowski@gmail.com.   

 
 
 

 
Mrs. McGregor's Sunday School class has 

begun their adventure into Narnia!  We have 

the first chapter under our belts, and to make 

reading a little more enjoyable, we have 

created a special floor pillow (or snuggle pillow), to 

make our reading experience even more fun We have 

many, many more adventures in store as we learn about 

the Pevensie children, but more importantly, as we learn 

about God's great love for us!  Mrs. McGregor 

mailto:terri.lisowski@gmail.com


Stewardship Corner 
Psa. 100:1-2   Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 

Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 Recently our church received a letter from a musician offering his services playing trumpet 
and his wife, playing flute. Their fee for one service with one rehearsal was $100 for each 

musician. With that thought in mind, this month we thank our Sunday Musicians who don’t get 
$100 per service ~ just a heartfelt thank you. 
 Over the years Pentecost has been blessed with many musicians. Some started in grade school 
and we watched their skills grow. When the first picture on the left was taken, Dan could play 
about 3 notes on his trumpet, but that didn’t stop him from volunteering to play one evening 
service “because the big guys weren’t there.” What a long way he’s come since then now playing 
many brass instruments, guitar, piano, organ and singing in small groups when he’s home from 
university. 
 Jenna first sang as a young girl when her Grandma told us about her granddaughter, who was 
then a member of Trinity. Dan Geyer was pretty nervous as he watched his young daughter sing 
those first few times. Now Jenna sings and plays her flute. 
 Tom received a lot of encouragement from trumpeters David Graves and David Babel as he 
was growing up. He now helps other young musicians as they start playing for services. He also 
plays many brass instruments, guitar, and sings solos. He sometimes does double duty, playing 
guitar on Saturday also. 
 Tim also does double duty as part of the Praise Team on Saturdays and playing clarinet, 
piano, organ and singing on Sundays. 
 Sofia and her mom, Amy, are a mother-daughter team when Sofia sings solos and Amy 
accompanies her on the piano. Sofia also plays clarinet and Amy plays piano during communion. 
 Scott has been a regular on trumpet, singing and guitar since he joined Pentecost.   
 Courtney plays flute, leads hymn sing, sometimes plays keyboard on Saturday and sings, 

recently being accompanied by Bekah Smith. Courtney and Bekah also sing duets. 

 Teresa plays violin and we also found her playing guitar for Sunday School one Sunday 

morning.  
 Mother/Daughter team of Kathy and Beth have sung duets and Randy Barfield, solos. 

 And, my thanks to granddaughter, Rachel, who sent me a text in September saying 

“Congratulations on celebrating 55 years as church organist.” One of my favorite memories is 

Rachel sitting on the organ bench with me pretending to play along on the hymns when she was 

just a little girl. 

Dan Hasko 

Scott Hensel, David Graves, Tim Hasko, Jenna Geyer 
Sofia Luxem, Tom Hasko 

Teresa Barthel 

Courtney Jacob  
Bekah Smith 

Kathy McGregor 
Beth Bitner 

Amy Luxem 



Stewardship Bulletin Board 

   I hope you’ve had a chance to check out the 

Stewardship bulletin board, where you can see that we 

have MANY musicians in our church. We’re adding to 

the bulletin board as we continue to get pictures of our 

musicians. If we have missed any in our thanks, please 

let us know and we’ll add their names and pictures. 

 

 ~ Noisy Offering ~  

   It’s here this weekend or was last weekend, 
depending on when you get your newsletter.  
 This year’s Noisy Offering will be used to help pay 
for our new riding lawn mower since our other one 
stopped “making noise”, otherwise known as working, 
this fall. 
 Thanks to trustee Dan Geyer for all the work he did 
to get our new lawn mower and to Debbie Cooper for 
offering to help people learn how to use it. Thanks, too, 
to everyone who participated in this year’s Noisy 
Offering helping to make it a success. 
 

1-1-1 
 Our 1-1-1 Offerings continue until the end of the 
year. First half of the year offerings were used for the 
new handicapped bathroom and LWML as the mission 
part. 

 On October 6 we will have a short Voters’ 

Meeting after church to vote on the second half 

offerings.  
 The Church Council has suggested the roof over 
Pastor’s office which must be replaced and toward a 
bass guitar for Lutheran High’s band program as the 
mission part.  Lutheran High’s music director, Tim 
Gullicksrud, (also a member of Pentecost) brings the 
band or choirs to Pentecost on Lutheran High Sundays 
each year. We’ve heard that Tim would like to get a bass 
guitar, but this should probably be worded as toward 
whatever new instrument he needs/wants for the band. 
 

Hymn Sing Sunday~ 

 Do you have a favorite hymn that is seems like we 
never sing? The fourth Sunday of each month is Hymn 
Sing Sunday when you get to choose your favorite 
hymns to sing before the service. If your favorite hymn 
is not in our hymnal or HOP book, please let Joyce know 
ahead of time so we can get words and music for it.  
 This is also a reminder that former musicians are 
always welcome to join us on Sunday mornings. We 
always have B flat music transposed, but if you need 
something else, please let us know ahead of time if 
you’d like to play. 
 Former member, David Graves, often joins us on a 
Sunday with whatever instrument he has along that day. 
Dave was one of our first trumpeters and has helped 
many of our younger instrumentalists as they started 
playing. 
 

 

Minister 
to your 

ministers 
 
In honor of Clergy Appreciation Month, use these 
alphabetical reminders of how to treat your pastors:  
  

Accept them as people.  

Build them up. Say “thank you.”  

Communicate with them.  

Defend them when someone tries to run them down.  

Entertain them. They like to have fun, too!  

Family. Allow them to have a family life.  

Genuine. Be honest with them. Be yourself around 
them.  

Honor them. Don’t put them on a pedestal, but respect 
them.  

Income. Pay them enough so money isn’t a concern.  

Judge not! Avoid being critical.  

Kind. Treat pastors as you want to be treated.  

Love. See 1 Corinthians 13.  

Maintain. Their families have the same needs as other 
families.  

Nurture. Help them grow in grace.  

Offer to help. The list of things you can do is endless.  

Pray for them. Lift up their names to God daily.  

Quelch not. Encourage instead!  

Rejoice in and with them.  

Surprise them — in little and big ways.  

Trust them. Believe in them.  

Understand them. Put yourself in their place.  

Vacation. They need time away.  

Welcome them into your home. Don’t wait for an 
invitation.  

eXpend yourself, not them.  

Yoke. Help them bear their burdens with grace and 
dignity.  

Zap all gossip! 

 
 
Unimaginable impact 
 
 
You don’t know how many people have been 
strengthened because you asked God to encourage 
them; how many people have been healed 
because you prayed for their bodies; how many 
spiritual runaways have come home because you 
prayed for their souls. None of us may ever know 
the true effects of our prayers this side of death. 
But we do know this: History belongs to the 
intercessors.  
 
—John Ortberg, The Life You’ve Always Wanted 

 

 



  
The Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty  

is coming to  

Racine! 
 

October 19, 2019 
 

The mission of the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty is to ignite and fuel a uniquely Lutheran response to increasing 

intrusions, limitations and challenges by the government in the life of the Church, while educating, encouraging and 

equipping LCMS members and organizations to take informed action in support of marriage, life and religious freedom. 
 

 
 
Dr. Seltz has brought to this ministry his experiences as pastor, professor, and Lutheran Hour Speaker.  His extensive 

exposure to the cultural and social realities that shape American culture began as he served as Director of the Cross-

Cultural Ministry Center, Executive Director of Life’s Journey Ministries and founding pastor of Church for All Nations 

in New York City.   

 

Prior to that, he started a mission congregation in Dallas and was pastor of a congregation in Tampa, FL.  He is regarded 

as a superlative communicator and has undergirded his “Two Kingdoms” perspective of confessional Lutheranism with 

advanced, doctoral training and research in that field.  In addition to serving seven years as the Speaker for LHM’s “The 

Lutheran Hour”, Seltz was the organization’s spiritual leader, evangelist and ministry emissary. 

 

What:   ENCOURAGE. EDUCATE. ADVOCATE.  

The Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty-LCRL- is a religious Liberty organization in Washington, D.C. 

established by our LCMS.  It’s first Executive Direct, Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, former Lutheran Hour Speaker, 

will make the case for Christians to be, “SET FREE TO LIVE FREELY” - I Peter 2:16.                  

Why:  Our government is encroaching more and more into the arena of the Church and its work.  God’s 

people have a role not only in sharing the Gospel but in helping society/culture in being humane, civil, and 

temporally just.    Dr. Seltz will share how his work, under the power of the Spirit, will assist in retaining our 

constitutional right to worship freely and how we might be part of that mission.  Come and hear! Invite your 

Christian friends! 
 

When:   Saturday, October 19, 2019, 9:00am to Noon  
 

Where:  Trinity Lutheran Church  

     2065 Geneva Street, Racine 
 

Registration:    Phone:  (262)632-2900  -or- 

                     Email:    events@trinityracine.com  

 

Registration Deadline:  Monday, October 14 

 

No cost for the event.  Please join the conversation! 

mailto:events@trinityracine.com

