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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ. 

 

 “Always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”   

            (Ephesians 5:20) 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Isn’t St Paul going a bit far when he encourages the Ephesian Christians – and us as well – to give thanks to 

God “always”? 

 

How can anyone always be thankful?   

Thankful for loss of a job?   

Thankful for crop failure?   

Thankful for the accident that happened at work? 

 

“Yes,” Paul adds emphatically, “for everything.”  Everything?  Even that for that chronic illness which hinders 

my effectiveness at work, which is a burden to others, which I asked God frequently and fervently to take 

away?  “Yes, for that too,” is Paul’s reply. 

 

“But what did I ever do to deserve having all these things go against me?”  Paul reminds us that he also “was 

given a thorn in the flesh.”  He pleaded with the Lord to take it away.  The Lord answered Paul’s prayer by 

showing him that in human weakness God’s power would prevail.  God’s grace was sufficient for all things.  To 

realize that truth was more important than anything else.  It brought Paul closer to God than ever before. 

 

That is why Paul reminds us here that “God the Father,” is the source of every good and perfect gift.  We are to 

thank him “in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” who became poor, so that we through his poverty might 

become rich. 

 

We sinners deserve nothing.  Because of our many sins a just God has every right to banish us forever from his 

holy presence.  But this same God in his love took pity on us and gave his only Son as a sacrifice for our sins so 

that we might live with him forever in heaven. 

 

Knowing this, we also “know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him” and that nothing 

“in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-

39).  No, not even those things that seem to be great misfortunes.  We can always give thanks to God for 

everything! 

 

We see how the wise Christians is, above all, the thankful Christian.  The Spirit of thankfulness is the basis for 

his attitude towards all things in life, also those which bring despair to others.  It determines his relations with 

his God.  It influences his actions toward others.  It gives him courage to face problems in spite of 

disappointments and gives him everlasting hope in the face of death. 

 

 

Prayer: Lord, help me always to give thanks for everything.”  Amen. 



 
 

Cindy McCray – 11/05 Shane Honore – 11/26 

Teresa Barthel – 11/07 Helen Smukal – 11/27 

Samantha Meyer – 11/07 Arlene Verborg – 11/27 

Angelina Rock – 11/09 Scott Hensel – 11/28 

Bonnie Schrubbe – 11/11 Amanda McCray – 11/28 

Kelley McCray – 11/12 Lynn Smolko – 11/28 

Pastor Jacob – 11/15 Charles Clark – 11/30 

Lisa Wiegman – 11/20 

Ken Merrill – 11/25  

 

 

  

 
Ken & Karen Merrill – 58 years 

November 25
th 

 

Art & Denise Preuss – 31 years 

November 25
th 

 

 

 
OPLATKY (CHRISTMAS WAFER) BAKING 

Oplakty (Christmas Wafer) baking is a tradition at 

Pentecost.  These plate-sized wafers are used in 

traditional Slovak and other Christmas celebrations and 

have been hand baked over an open flame at our church 

for more than a century.  Our church is one of an ever-

shrinking number of churches that still bakes these 

Christmas wafers.  Each year, we receive as many as 50 

requests from across the country from individuals who 

find our church website while searching for Oplatky on 

the internet.  Once again, we will have several baking 

sessions, working in small groups . Please contact Tom 

Hasko at (414) 828-7365 or TomHasko@gmail.com if 

you are interested in helping. 

 

 

September 2
nd

 before you go to bed! 
 

The Lutheran High School Ladies’ 

Guild’s Harvest Fair will be 

Saturday, November 2
nd

  from 

9am-3pm at RLHS, 251 Luedtke 

Ave., Racine. There is no 

admission charge, free parking and 

strollers are welcome. We are also 

handicap accessible, and handicap 

parking is available.  Everyone is 

invited to browse through the many booths of handmade 

crafts and holiday decorations, jewelry, antiques and 

collectibles, toys, gift items, household helpers, bakery, 

caramel apples, homemade candy and treats, books, 

dolls, fresh fruits and vegetables, homemade jam and 

jelly, hand knit items, antique linens, and our popular 

“All in the Bag” booth. You will find a bag for every 

occasion. New this year is “Babies Under Two” booth 

with a silent auction for a beautiful handmade quilt. 

Come and find a gift for that special person. There will 

be several outside vendors and independent sales 

consultants selling their products too.  Come and enjoy 

our expanded snack bar serving homemade sandwiches, 

soups, salads and desserts. Music will be provided by 

Inkapirka.  

 

                                  SELC Western Zone 

2019 Fall Rally 

Sat., Nov. 16
th

 

9am-1pm 

Zion Lutheran Church 

8600 W. Lawrence Ave.                                  

Norridge, IL 60160 

 

Registration fee is $10. Theme: “Thy Kingdom Come” 

Worship Service with Holy Communion 9:30am 

Guest Speaker:  Deaconess Lori Wilbert 

Gifts from the Heart:  Will be collecting for people in 

need of assistance at the Lutheran Haven.  

Child care is available if requested.  Contact Nona 

Schipull, Western Circuit President 708-338-2162, or 

email schipmusic@gmail.com. 

 

Trivia Night at Concordia Lutheran School, 

8500 Durand Ave., Sturtevant. 

Fri., Nov. 15
th

 at 6:30pm 

Cost:  $10/person 

Limit 8 people per team, we can pair you if desired.  

Concessions will be available for purchase, or you 

may bring your own snacks.  No CARRY IN 

BEVERAGES.  Prizes will be awarded throughout the 

evening, and the top team will take home a grand 

prize!  Participants must be high school age or older. 

For more information or make reservations, contact the 

school at 262-884-0991 or email at 

office@concordialutheranschool.net. 

tel:%28414%29%20828-7365
mailto:TomHasko@gmail.com
mailto:schipmusic@gmail.com
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Our annual Advent by Candlelight will be held on 

Sunday, December 1st at 5:00pm.  Ladies, please join us 

as we refresh our Christmas spirit and build each other 

up through Christ who strengthens us.  There are sign-up 

sheets in the narthex; one is for hosting a table and the 

other is for those who wish to attend, but do not wish to 

host a table.  Please sign up by Sunday November 17th 

so we can get our tables arranged.  We hope you can 

take a few hours out of your busy schedules and join us 

as we lift our hearts to God for a true "Christ"mas 

spirit.  If you have any questions, please contact Kathy 

McGregor at 262-634-0938.   

 

 
We didn’t have to walk to Tim’s house, but somehow I 

felt we should have in order to truly honor “The 

Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry” by Rachel 

Joyce.  There are books that speak to us, all for very 

different reasons, and this was one of those books.  Not a 

book to be quickly read and then forgotten, this one was 

meant to be read step by step.  The author, Rachel Joyce, 

is a gifted writer and we unanimously enjoyed her 

talents!  We also unanimously enjoyed the culinary 

talents of our group, feasting on chicken salad, crackers 

& dip along with a sampler of beers, hamburger 

casserole, sweet breads, chicken with mushrooms and 

green salad.  No going hungry for us!  Next month finds 

us in the hands of Christopher Moore and his novel, 

“The Serpent of Venice”.  The quote on the jacket cover 

by Carl Hiaasen says, “Shakespeare and Poe might be 

rolling in their graves, but they’re rolling with 

laughter.  Moore is one of the cleverest, naughtiest 

writers alive.”  Join us at Sharon’s home, 3640 Indiana 

Ln., on Saturday, November 16
th
 at 6:30pm, where we 

will divulge, discuss and digest this “delightfully ribald 

romp” according to Gays Washington Post Book 

World.  We welcome adults interested in reading, talking 

and eating – if you are interested and want to know 

more, please contact Kathy McGregor at 262-634-0938. 

We have already chosen Friday, December 20th at 

6:30pm at Kathy McGregor's home for our December 

Book Club meeting.  This is our annual Christmas book 

exchange - more details to follow in the December 

newsletter. 

 
 

Everyone is welcome to a potluck and movie night on 

Friday, Nov. 15
th
 at 6pm.  Bring a dish to pass, enjoy 

fellowship and stay for a movie that is yet to be 

determined.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex.  

Please let us know what you’re bringing.  Hope to see 

you there! 

 

 

 

Wednesday, November 27
th

 at 7pm 
 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love 

endures forever.  1 Chron. 16:34 

 

 

 

 

 
 

November 11
th

  



Stewardship Corner 

 
 The Spirit of Pentecost knows no age limit! Note 

the joy on Ann Chasar’s face as she holds Lincoln Jacob and 

talks to Walter Jacob – some of our oldest and youngest 

members wearing their “matching” Pentecost shirts on Spirit 

Wear Day. Ann has celebrated her 90
th

 birthday and the Jacob 

cousins their 1
st
. 

 A BIG thank you to Tom Hasko for all the work he did in 

ordering over 100 new T-shirts and trying to make sure everyone 

got the color and size they wanted delivered in time for Spirit 

Wear Day! (Tom started ordering spirit wear when he was on 

Missions and Evangelism as a way of advertising our church.) 

And ~ what a beautiful, sunny weekend God gave us for our 

Special Day. 

  We’re doing our group picture two ways this year – big group and collage of small groups (families, 

friends, shut-ins, etc.) That way we can include those who weren’t able to be in the group picture. You can take 

a picture of your family and email it to Joyce at wjh67@wi.rr.com or just ask me to take a picture of you. I’m 

sure Tim or Pastor would take one on Saturdays if you asked them, also. If you have family members away at 

school, have them send me a picture of themselves to include on the poster. If you have Pentecost T-shirts, be 

sure to wear them, but that isn’t necessary. Let’s just see if we can get out church family together on the poster. 

 
 

  

mailto:wjh67@wi.rr.com


1-1-1 

1-1-1 Offerings continue until the end of the 

year. At the October Church Council meeting, our 

treasurer reported receipts for the year at approximately 

$1400. First half of the year totals were $1066 with 90% 

($960) used for Handicap/Family Restroom and 10% 

($107) mission given to LWML. 

At our special voters’ meeting in Oct. we voted 

to use the last half of the year receipts for flat roof repair 

(above Pastor’s office) and Lutheran High Music 

Department (bass guitar, or as needed). 

 

NOISY OFFERING  - $468  for new lawn care 

equipment. We made a lot of noise with about half of 

that amount in coins and the rest in checks or bills. 

 

THANKS TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATE 

IN THESE PROJECTS! 

 
SPECIAL OCTOBER THANKS went to Dan Geyer 

for all his work getting the new riding mower, Debbie 

Cooper for showing us how to use it, John Boehme for 

working with the Oplatky recipe to get it to work with 

the new electric Oplatky iron so we can use it to make 

our communion wafers. Thanks to Tom Hasko for all his 

work getting the new T-shirts, and thanks to Pastor 

Jacob and Courtney during Pastor Appreciation Month. 

If you didn’t get a chance to write a short note or sign 

your name to a note to put in Pastor’s thank you card, 

you can use the note below and put it in the sheep basket 

in the narthex. There are also extra notes by the basket. 

Be sure to let children sign their names, too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Jacob and a “spirited bunch” from the Children’s 

Message. 

 
John Boehme with his 

“Thanks a TONg for making 

our secret recipe just right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
              Tom Hasko wearing his new spirit wear T-shirt.  

 

 

 

Present tense 
     After “turkey day” came and went last year, a pastor 

challenged church members to ask one another not 

“How was your Thanksgiving?” but “How is your 

Thanksgiving?” After all, giving thanks should be an 

ongoing act.  

     That doesn’t always need to be profoundly deep, either. 

A.J. Jacobs, author of Thanks a Thousand, once asked a 

philosophy-professor friend what he was grateful for. The 

shockingly simple reply? “Sometimes I’m just grateful I 

have arms.” That odd but spot-on answer shows the 

importance, Jacobs says, of being “thankful for things so 

omnipresent that they can escape our notice.”  

     So … how is your Thanksgiving? 

 

 

 

Thanks from The Flock 



 

 


