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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
By means of human reasoning we cannot bring ourselves into the Christian faith, just as we cannot use
worldly wisdom to argue anyone into believing. Dr. Martin Luther understood this well when he wrote in his
Small Catechism, “I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.”
By nature we have neither the strength nor the wisdom to believe. For we are spiritually dead. And a
spiritually dead person can no more enable himself to believe in Jesus, than a physically dead person can make
himself alive again. He needs someone outside himself to do that for him. The good news is that God has done
it for us.
This is why the Apostle Paul declared that he spoke not by the spirit of the world, but rather by God’s
Spirit. Through the Holy Spirit Paul knew God’s wonderful wisdom. This is also the only way anyone will
ever know that wisdom.
The Holy Spirit comes to us as infants (or adults) through God’s Word and Holy Baptism, “the washing
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.” Older ones hear God’s Word, and by his grace the Holy Spirit
works faith in Christ in their hearts. Paul tells us that “no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy
Spirit.” He also says that faith in Christ is a gift of God: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith
– and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”
The Holy Spirit revealed many blessings to us when he brought us to faith in Jesus Christ. We now trust
Jesus as our Savior. We know our sins are fully and completely forgiven for Jesus’ sake. We are at peace with
God. We can pray to our dear heavenly Father “as dear children ask their dear father.” We know that when we
die our soul will be with the Lord in heaven. We know that our body will be resurrected a glorious body and
reunited with our souls on the Last Day. We know we will spend eternity in our Father’s magnificent mansions
above in heaven. This is God’s glorious promise to us through Jesus Christ our Lord.
These are some of the countless blessings that come with a Spirit-worked faith. Surely God has been
gracious to us! May our hearts be filled with thankfulness – now and forever.

Pastor J

Judy Ruud – 11/01
Cindy McCray – 11/05
Mickey Wojak – 11/06
Samantha Meyer – 11/07
Angelina Rock – 11/09
Bev Langendorf – 11/10
Per Werner – 11/10
Bonnie Schrubbe – 11/11
Kelley McCray – 11/12
Pastor Jacob – 11/15

Mel Franklin 11/17
Lisa Wiegman - 11/20
Ken Merrill – 11/25
Shane Honore – 11/26
Helen Smukal – 11/27
Arlene Verborg – 11/27
Scott Hensel – 11/28
Amanda McCray – 11/28
Charles Clark – 11/30

Ken & Karen Merrill – 55 years
November 25th
Art & Denise Preuss – 28 years
November 25th

Gordy & Mary Ann Graves
Casa Del Mare
3508 7th Ave., Apt. 402
Kenosha, WI 53140
262-997-3940
flashgraves@gmail.com
OPLATKY (CHRISTMAS WAFER) BAKING
Oplakty (Christmas Wafer) baking is a tradition at
Pentecost Lutheran Church. These plate-sized wafers
are used in traditional Slovak and other Christmas
celebrations and have been hand baked over an open
oven flame at our church for more than a century. Our
church is one of an ever-shrinking number of churches
that still bakes these Christmas wafers. Each year, we
receive as many as 50 requests, literally from across the
country from individuals who find our church website
while searching for Oplatky on the internet. Once again
this year, we will have several baking sessions, working
in small groups so that all interested are able to have a
hands on experience. Dates and times for baking will be
determined
as
interested
individuals
are
available. Please contact Tom Hasko at (414) 8287365 or TomHasko@gmail.com if you are interested in
Oplatky baking.

The Lutheran High School
Ladies’ Guild’s Harvest Fair will
be Saturday, November 5th from
9am-3pm at RLHS, 251 Luedtke
Ave., Racine. There is no
admission charge, free parking
and strollers are welcome. We are
also handicap accessible, and
handicap parking is available.
Everyone is invited to browse through the many booths
of handmade crafts and holiday decorations, jewelry,
antiques and collectibles, toys, gift items, household
helpers, bakery, caramel apples, homemade candy and
treats, books, dolls, fresh fruits and vegetables,
homemade jam and jelly, hand knit items, antique linens,
and our popular “All in the Bag” booth. You will find a
bag for every occasion. New this year is our “Sports
Booth”. Come and find a gift for that special person.
There will be several outside vendors and independent
sales consultants selling their products too. Come and
enjoy our expanded snack bar serving homemade
sandwiches, soups, salads and desserts. Music will be
provided by Inkapirka.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
As we continue our journey on Route
“66”, studying the 66 books of the
Bible, we found out in Isaiah 41:10,
“Do not be afraid for I am with you”,
and our souvenirs will help us
remember that always.

Advent by Candlelight
Mark your calendar! Sunday,
December 4th at 6PM is when
we will be having our Advent
by Candlelight event. Please
let me know if you are planning
on hosting a table as soon as possible. Further
information will be posted soon; remember, this is a
ladies only event and a great way to start the Advent
season. Please let me know if you have any questions.
- Elizabeth Bitner
CRAFT FAIR THANK YOU - Thank you to all who
baked for our Craft Fair Bake Sale. Thank you to Robert
Barclay who made some great pork BBQ for our lunch.
There were some great crafters this year. Two crafters
even asked me if we are having a Spring outdoor craft
fair. Hmmmmmh, that's a thought.

Operation Christmas Child:
Want to help a child in need?
Pack a shoebox! Pentecost
will be participating in
conjunction with Samaritan's
Purse to help children by
packing
shoeboxes
for
Christmas. What do you do?
Start with an average-size
cardboard or plastic shoebox.
If you want to wrap it, cover the box and lid separately.
(I(Katy) will also have 100 boxes if you would like to
use a pre designed one from Samaritan's Purse.) Decide
whether you will pack a box for a girl or a boy, and the
age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. Select a quality "wow"
toy such as a doll, soccer ball with pump, or stuffed
animal. Then add other fun toys, hygiene items, and
school supplies. Most importantly, pray for the child
who will receive your gift. You can also include a
personal note and photo. You can even choose to donate
$7 online and receive a tracking label to follow your box
and discover the destination of your shoebox gift! We
will then collect all of the boxes and turn them in at
Arise! Christian Bookstore in West Racine to be sent off.
The time to help is right now! The collection time has
started and will end on November 20th. If you have any
questions you can go online to samaritanspurse.org and
click on the picture about shoebox season or talk to Katy
Wagner.

The 55+ Club will meet on Tuesday, Nov. 8th at 12 noon.
Arlene Verborg will conduct a short exercise class.
After, Bingo will be played. You are asked to bring a
couple of gifts for Bingo prizes. Anyone 55 and older is
welcome! Hope to see you there!
THANK YOU’s - A special thanks goes out to those
who helped with our community project of black beans
for the Hospitality Center. Just a little thing like beans
can make a meal for someone in need. Thank you for
helping.
Thank you for your generous donation of food to the
Faith Works Food Pantry. You have helped our ministry
provide food for many. You are truly a blessing for
them.
– Faith Works Food Pantry

Stewardship Corner

We recently learned of the death of two of our former
members – The Rev. Carlos and Joan Puig. Rev. Puig
died from natural causes Sept. 5 at the age of 91, and
was followed in death by his wife, Joan (nee
Woodmansee), Sept. 29. She also was 91. A joint
memorial service was held on Saturday, Oct. 22 at Christ
Memorial Lutheran Church, Houston, TX.
From our 100th Anniversary Bulletin
Rev. Carlos Puig Spiritual Son of Our Congregation
Rev. Puig was born in Puerto Rico and came to the
United States in 1942. He served in the U.S. Navy,
graduated with a law degree from Rutgers University,
and again saw active duty in the Korean War. He and
Joan were married in 1945. Rev. Puig served the church
as a missionary-at-large to the Hispanic community of
Racine before his ordination in 1978 at Pentecost. He
became the first pastor at Primera Iglesia Luterana,
whose members initially worshipped right here at
Pentecost. In 1979, he began serving as the area
secretary for Hispanic Ministry/North America. He was
the director of the ethnic resources Department at
Concordia Publishing House. Even after retirement, he
answered a call to St. Luke Lutheran Church in Houston
and as a short-term missionary to the Republic of
Panama. After returning to the U.S. he joined the staff of
Christ Memorial Lutheran Church as director of
assimilation and family ministries. The Puigs have 2
children, five grandchildren and four greatgrandchildren.
Joan was a teacher at Trinity Lutheran School during
their time in Racine.
The Puigs were instrumental in getting our banner
collection started, making the first one as part of a
banner making project in the 1970’s.

Fall Stewardship Service
By the time you get this newsletter, our Fall
Stewardship Service will either be just around the corner
or happening. On the weekend of Oct. 29-30 we will be
putting together our thoughts on our Mission Statement.
Be sure to look at the pictures on the posters showing
some of the ways we have fulfilled our statement. If you
still have pictures to add or get any new ideas after the
service, be sure to add them. Thanks to all who shared
pictures.
Our children became “workers in the vineyard” (the
day’s Gospel lesson) as they signed their names to cards
for our shut-ins. We encourage everyone to sign these
Thanksgiving cards, whether you know the person or
not, since all are members of our family of faith at
Pentecost.
Since we did the cards at Easter, three of our
members were called to their eternal home. We have
also added a few new people to the list this fall. If you
think of another member who should be on the list,
please let either Judy Mueller or Joyce Hasko know so
that we can add them.

Although we no longer have
our own Food Pantry, we
would like to encourage
members to bring food items
or “Stuff a Bag” for
Thanksgiving. Food will be
taken to a local Food Pantry.
Watch your bulletin for more info on this.

We Gather Together
“ Before the Battle of
Turnhout, Dutch protestants were
forbidden from gathering together
to worship. The Dutch fought the
Spanish King Phillip II, and after
their victory in this war, they sang the song to declare
that they could gather together under God's blessings to
worship.
The hymn "We Gather Together" appears in various
American hymnals as a Thanksgiving hymn. Theodore
Baker is responsible for this hymn's connection with
Thanksgiving, as he translated the hymn and titled it
"Prayer of Thanksgiving." The hymn itself has political
undertones, as it talks of "the wicked oppressing," which
could be linked to denial of religious freedom under
Spanish rule.
The hymn became popular during World War II, as
Americans identified its lyrics with the oppression of
Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan. After the Dutch
churches abandoned the tradition of only singing Psalms
during church services, "We Gather Together" was
added to their hymnal. The meaning of the
song in present times can be
understood as a prayer for spiritual and
religious freedom.”
https://www.reference.com

Thank you to Mr.
Gullicksrud and the
Lutheran High
Handbells who played
for us on Oct. 9.

NOMINATION COMMITTEE
PENTECOST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Nominations for officers of the congregation for 2017 are now being accepted from the voting membership for
the December 11, 2016 election. Please use the reverse side of this sheet to submit your nominations.
The nomination forms may be deposited in the special box marked NOMINATIONS located in the narthex.
Nominations will close on Sunday, November 13th.

Voting Membership A voting member is a communicant member who has reached the age of 18
years.
A. Any voting member can place a name in nomination.
B. Only Male members who have reached the age of 18 shall be eligible to hold the offices of
President, Vice President, or be a member of the Board of Elders. All other offices are open to
any person who is a voting member (male or female) having reached the age of 18 years.
C. The Nomination Committee shall review all names placed in nomination for eligibility.
D. The nominees will be contacted. No nominee’s name shall be place on the ballot without
his/her consent.
E. A list of candidates shall be published two weeks prior to the annual meeting.
F. The ballot shall be presented and the election held at the annual meeting on Sunday
December 11, 2016.
G. Nominations will close on Sunday, November 13th.
H. Additional nominations may be made from the floor of the annual meeting for any office, which
is vacant due to lack of a candidate. All other nominations shall remain closed.
I. The officers elect shall assume their respective offices on January 1, 2017.
The following positions are open for nominations:











President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Board of Elders
Board of Stewardship
Board of Trustees
Board of Mission/Evangelism
Board of Education
Members at Large

1 year term
1 year term
1 year term
1 year term
(1) 3 year term
(1) 3 year term
(1) 3 year term
(1) 3 year term
(1) 3 year term
(1) 3 year term

The following members are serving un-expired terms (expiration dates of the current term is in parenthesis).







Board of Elders
Board of Education
Board of Stewardship
Board of Trustees
Board of Mission/Evangelism
Members at Large

John Boehme (12/17) & Jonathan Lisowski (12/18)
Katy Wagner (12/17) & Amanda McCray (12/18)
Lisa Wilckens (12/17) & Sharon Boehme (12/18)
Robert Wear (12/18)
Judy Mueller (12/17) & Tom Hasko (12/18)
Robert Winterle (12/17) & Mike Mueller (12/18)

Brief Description of Church Council Responsibilities
President- Preside over Voter’s Assembly, appoint committees, and responsible for seeing the resolutions of
the Voter’s Assembly are carried out
Vice-President-Fill in for the President when necessary
Secretary-Record proceedings at Voter’s Assembly, and Church Council meetings
Treasurer-Disburse funds of congregation under the direction of the Church Council, and compile annual
budget
Board of Elders-Assist Pastor in the spiritual life of the congregation, supervise public worship, church
discipline, and church publications.
Board of Trustees-Supervise church property, and financial affairs
Board of Education-Supervise the spiritual education needs of the congregation.
Board of Missions & Evangelism-Supervise the missionary education, and evangelism within the
congregation
Board of Stewardship-Stimulate members of the congregation to a stewardship of talents and treasures
Members at Large-Assist the Church Council where needed
Nominations
1. President

____________________________________________

2. Vice President

____________________________________________

3. Secretary

____________________________________________

4. Treasurer

____________________________________________

5. Board of Elders

____________________________________________

6. Board of Education

____________________________________________

7. Board of Stewardship

____________________________________________

8. Board of Trustees

____________________________________________

9. Board of Mission/Evangelism

____________________________________________

10. Member at Large

____________________________________________

Signature__________________________________________________

