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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ. 

 

“As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him.  They stood at a distance and called 

out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”  (Luke 17:12-13) 

 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

 Leprosy was the common cancer in the days of the New Testament.  Like cancer, leprosy was dreaded 

and feared.  Like cancer, leprosy struck with no distinction of gender or age or previous health.  Today cancer 

(and leprosy) can sometimes be treated, but 2,000 years ago there was no cure for leprosy.  When a leper was 

detected, he was considered ceremonially unclean and sent away from his home and family; he was forbidden 

contact with society; he could not work but had to beg for his food and clothing; he could only suffer until his 

leprosy brought its own relief in death.  Because lepers were so separated from other people, it is 

understandable that these 10 lepers had banded together to aid and comfort one another in their hopeless 

situation. 

 

 Standing afar off, because they could not come close to those who did not have leprosy, the ten called 

out loudly to Jesus, that he might hear them and help them.  They cried out to Jesus, for their need was great. 

 

 As those who know and trust in Jesus, we also cry out to him in our needs.  We needn’t wait until we 

have a great need, for Jesus wants us to come to him in all the needs of life.  He is not a helper only when things 

get to be “too much for us to handle.”  He is a helper for us in matters great and small, in every concern of life.  

No matter that we bring to Jesus is too small – or too great – for him. 

 

 He especially invites us to come to him to be cleansed of our leprosy – the leprosy of sin.  Our sins have 

made us unclean and have separated us from God’s fellowship.  Our sins will bring us eternal death – unless 

they are cured.  And we have a perfect cure in Christ, who shed his blood on the cross for us. 

 

 The invitation to come to Jesus is well expressed in a Lenten hymn, Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain: 

 

Come in poverty and meanness, 

Come defiled, without, within; 

From infection and uncleanness, 

From the leprosy of sin, 

Wash your robes and make them white; 

Ye shall walk with God in light. 

 

 Whatever our need, be it a need of body or of the soul, Jesus always can help.  And he always will help, 

for he is our Savior.  He is our God. 

 

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, have mercy upon us.  Amen. 
 



 
 

Gianni Greco – 05/03 Kelley Grant – 05/17 

Mike McCray, Jr.- 05/04 Debby Cooper – 05/20 

Hannah Maher– 05/06  Ian Barclay – 05/21 

Judy Mueller – 05/06 Zach Christensen - 05/21 

Madelyn Sadowski–05/06 Kathy Merrill – 05/22 

Kyle Jacob – 05/08 Dan Geyer – 05/27 

Henry Hansen – 05/13 Ellen Geyer – 05/28 

Natalie Scott – 05/14  

 

Happy Birthday Pentecost!  May 31
st
  

 

 
 

Shane & Cindy Honore – 16 years – May 8
th
  

Tom & Sue Hasko – 27 years – May 15
th
  

Wes & Diane Larsen – 50 years – May 16
th
  

Tim & Katie Gullicksrud – 13 years – May 27
th
 
 

 

 

 

We would like to recognize all of our 

graduates in the June issue of “The 

Voice”.  If you would like your son or 

daughter mentioned, please contact 

the church office (262-633-8920) or by email at 

pentecostlutheran@gmail.com.   Pre-school, grade school, 

high school, college and beyond!  Please provide name, 

school they are graduating from, and if it is college, let me 

know their major/minors.   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We have Kwik Trip gift cards for purchase during the 

pandemic.  If you are interested in purchasing one, contact 

Tom Hasko at 414-828-7365 or tomhasko@gmail.com and 

we will figure out a way to get you one.   

 

 

 

 

The May issue of our District 

“newspaper” – The Lutheran 

Beacon is now available! View 

it on their website at  

http://www.selc.lcms.org.   

 

 

Turkey: We are looking for 

a family who will enjoy a 

good turkey. It's a12 

lb. Schauls Signature 

Gourmet Foods turkey. 

Free- but you have to cook it. Please contact Pastor 308-

2486 to make arrangements. 

 Gooble gooble! 

 

 
 

As a reminder, the church will continue to incur the vast 

majority of its recurring expenses, even during a period 

when we cannot meet for face to face worship. 
 

The following are a few options to continue to support 

Pentecost Lutheran Church during this time.  As always, a 

huge Thank You to everyone for your continued support! 
 

MAIL/DROP OFF: 

Pentecost Lutheran Church 

ATTN:  Treasurer 

2213 Coolidge Ave. 

Racine, WI  53403-3119 
 

Our mail is delivered in a secure door slot and will be 

picked up daily. 
 

EFT OFFERINGS (RECURRING) 

EFT offerings have been used at our church for well over a 

decade –and are currently used by approximately a dozen 

families in our church.  This option is intended for 

recurring electronic fund transfers just like recurring 

payment that you might make for phone, cable or utility 

payment.  The money is transferred from your bank 

account to the church bank account.  IT can be set up to be 

made weekly, bi-weekly or monthly through this option.  

You choose the amount.  Please contact Sue Hasko in the 

church office at 262-633-8920 or 

pentecostlutheran@gmail..com to start, stop or change the 

amount of your offerings through this option. 
 

PAYPAL ONLINE GIVING 

PayPal online giving is a convenient way to give and is a 

format with which many of us are already familiar.  The 

familiar PayPal “donate” button is included on the church 

website on the Offerings (Online Giving) page at 

www.pentecost-racine.org. 

 

mailto:pentecostlutheran@gmail.com
mailto:tomhasko@gmail.com
http://www.selc.lcms.org/
mailto:pentecostlutheran@gmail..com


Stewardship Corner 

You can’t do everything, 

but you can do something. 

 

Welcoming the Holy 

 

     Abraham and Sarah welcomed three strangers who 
turned out to be the Lord. Jesus said, “If anyone gives 
even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones 
who is my disciple,” the giver will be rewarded 
(Matthew 10:42, NIV). An ancient Jewish proverb 
asserts: “Hospitality is one form of worship.” A 
Russian Orthodox monk is said to have told a younger 
one, “Sometimes I see a stranger coming up the road 
and I say, ‘Oh, Jesus Christ, is it you again?’” And an 
old Gaelic poem declares, “Often, often, often, goes 
the Christ in the stranger’s guise.”  
 
     Sometimes we think we must do something big to 
serve God. Today, when you smile at someone on the 
street, take time to entertain a child’s question, bring 
cookies to a new neighbor, thank a server or clerk … 
know that you are serving Jesus, that you are 
worshiping God.  
 
—Heidi Mann 
 
 

     Watch your email and 
bulletin for more 
information on our Church 
Work Day. We are looking 
for ways to do this while 
following the guidelines  
for safer at home. For 

more information contact Jenna Geyer. 
 

NOISY OFFERING         
Since we won’t be in 

church on the Sunday we 

had set for our Noisy 

Offering, save your coins, 

bills, checks for a 

Celebration Sunday when 

we can return to worship in 

the church building. That 

will certainly be a great 

time to make a joyful noise unto the Lord ! with our 

offerings. 

Thank You to all who helped Alice Hasko 

celebrate her 90th birthday by sending cards. Her 
social worker sent a picture of her window ledge 
filled with cards from family and friends. Please 
continue to keep her in your prayers as she is 
recovering from pneumonia. 
 

 A Sermon on Legs 
 

I’d rather see a sermon  

than hear one any day:  

I’d rather one would walk with me  

than merely tell the way.  

 

The eye’s a better pupil,  

and more willing than the ear.  

Fine council is confusing,  

but example’s always clear.  

 

—Edgar A. Guest 

  
 

Happy Birthday, Pentecost 

     Our church was founded on May 31, 1908, which 
was Pentecost Sunday that year. Accordingly, our 
very first members chose the name “Soslanie Ducha 
Svateho”, which translated means “Descending of the 
Holy Spirit” or “Pentecost”. Throughout the years our 
church was known several different ways, including 
“Holy Ghost Lutheran Church”, Slovak Lutheran 
Church,’ and of course “Pentecost Lutheran Church”. 
The original members of Pentecost were Slovak 
immigrants who wanted a church which spoke their 
native language. As more people learned English, we 
had services in both Slovak and English. This 
continued until Pastor Babel became our pastor. At 
that time the Slovak services were ended as everyone 
spoke English. 
     One of the Slovak customs we continue is the 
making of Oplatky, the Slovak Christmas wafer. We 
used to use the broken wafers to cut out our com-
munion wafers, but recently have had to make extras 
to make sure we have enough to last through the year. 
We have both a new electric oplatky iron and the one 
we have used for many years.  
     If we are back in church on Pentecost Sunday, 
(May 31 again this year!) remember our custom of 
wearing red. If we’re not back at church yet, you can 
still wear red at home to celebrate this very special 
day, both in the church year and for us at Pentecost. 



Pentecost 

Activities 

for Kids 

 
 A dove and flame are both 

symbols of Pentecost –the people saw 

the tongues of flame on the disciples as 

the Holy Spirit came to them. We also 

think of the Holy Spirit in the dove 

shape present at Jesus’ baptism. 

 
Make a stained glass window. Color 
and then rub with cooking oil to make 
it appear transparent or like stained 
glass. 
 
Make a flying Dove - Fold an 8x11-
inch piece of white paper in half 
lengthwise. Draw the side-view of a 
dove with its wing 
raised in the air. Make sure the belly of 
the dove is on the crease of the folded 
paper. Cut off the extra paper around 
the outline of the dove and its wing. 
Fold each wing down to make an 
airplane shape.  
 
Make a handprint dove – trace your 
hand and make it into a dove shape. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand  
So much has changed! Family routines. Work schedules. College plans. Retirement strategies. COVID-19 has changed so 

much. COVID-19 cannot and will never change God’s promises.  

 

The following were true before coronavirus and will remain true long after (and forever). They are massive pillars sunk 

deep down into eternal bedrock. We can stand on them when almost everything else has changed. 

 

1. GOD 

The triune God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) is unchanging in holiness, righteousness, and love. God declares, “I am the 

Alpha and the Omega . . . who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” (Rev 1:8) James tells us, “Every good 

gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 

shadow due to change.” (James 1:17) That’s true for God the Son as well: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 

and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) 

Our three-in-one God will outlast the heavens: “Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work 

of your hands. They will perish, but you will remain; they will all wear out like a garment.” (Psalm 102:26) 

  

2. GOD’S WORD 

Coronavirus doesn’t call into question God’s truthfulness or trustworthiness. His Word is as sure and firm now as it has 

ever been. “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.” (Isaiah 40:8) “Forever, O 

LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens.” (Psalm 119:89) God’s Word is living and abiding and imperishable (1 

Peter 1:23). 

  

3. GOD’S LOVE 

God’s unchanging covenant love for us is the ground of our joyful praise of him: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is 

good; for his steadfast love endures forever!” (Psalm 136:1) 

Wonder of wonders, God is unchanging in his merciful disposition toward us: “For I the LORD do not change; therefore 

you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.” (Malachi 3:6) God’s love for us (a love which he also produces within us by 

his Holy Spirit) is one of those unchanging, imperishable realities that persist from this life into the next. 

  

4. GOD’S PURPOSE 

Because God’s love for us hasn’t changed, neither has his good purpose for us. And because his good purpose remains 

constant, we have a certain hope—a confident expectation that holds us securely through life the way an anchor holds a 

ship in a storm (Hebrews 6:18–19). 

  

5. CHRIST’S INTERCESSION FOR US 

Jesus was interceding to the Father on our behalf before coronavirus, and the current pandemic hasn’t stopped or slowed 

him. He is pleading his death for us now. “He always lives to make intercession for them.” (Hebrews 7:25) 

  

6. JUDGMENT DAY 

This one is sobering. Coronavirus has canceled or postponed lots of meetings and forced many others online. But there’s a 

coming appointment that won’t be delayed, and won’t occur on Zoom. “The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 

he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

(Acts 17:30–31) 

Each of us will keep this appointment in person. (2 Corinthians 5:10) 

  

7. OUR FINAL DESTINATION  

Coronavirus is reshaping our journey, but not its end. When we get where we’re going, we’ll enter a future city that’ll last 

forever. “For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.” (Hebrews 13:14) The servants of God in 

the New Jerusalem “will reign forever and ever.” (Revelation 22:5) 

That future, final destination hasn’t been diminished in the least by coronavirus. It can’t be, because it’s not here—it’s in 

heaven. We have “an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.” (1 Peter 1:4) 

  

8. UNSHAKABLE BELIEVERS 

Unchanging realities produce unshakable Christians. Yes, we’re scrambling and adjusting and hurting. But we have some 

precious truths to hold us steady in a topsy-turvy time. Let’s absorb them. Let’s believe them. Let’s live them out.  

  

On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand 

All Other Ground is Sinking Sand  



 
  
SOCIAL DISTANCING (SIGN 
LANGUAGE) – Our church sign was 
featured on the front page of the 
Local News section of the Journal 
Times (Racine, WI) on Monday, April 
13, 2020. The fairly sizable, color 
photo included the following 
caption:  
“EASTER SUNDAY HUMOR –  
Pentecost Lutheran Church, 2213 
Coolidge Ave, finds the humor in an 
Easter marked by social distancing. 
Churches remained closed across 
Racine County on Easter Sunday, but 
many offered services online.”  

Photo Credit: Christina Lieffring, Christina.Lieffring@JournalTimes.com 
 
 1 – 1 – 1 OFFERINGS (LHS MUSIC PROGRAM) – During the second half of 2019, we collected our “1 – 1 – 1 Offerings,” 
ten percent of which were designated for a mission outside of the church. The mission that was chosen was the 
Racine Lutheran High School Music Program, where Pentecost member Tim Gullicksrud is the music director. We were 
able to send the LHS Music Program $80 to be used toward the purchase of new bass guitar, which we heard was on 
Mr. Gullicksrud’s LHS Music Program wish list. Below, Mr. Gullicksrud poses for a photo with three of our church’s 
current woodwind musicians, Sofia Luxem, Grace Hansen and Jenna Geyer. All three are current or former LHS Music 
Program participants under Mr. Gullicksrud. In total, we currently have about ten current or former LHS Music 
Program participants who play their instruments at our church, including one visitor who regularly just happens to 
have a euphonium (which looks fairly similar to the baritone that Mr. Gullicksrud is holding in the photo) in his car 
when he visits our church.  
Add almost another half a dozen musicians to these LHS Music Program musicians, and our church literally has 
approximately 15 musicians who regularly play organ, piano, trumpet, trombone, baritone, euphonium, clarinet, flute, 
guitar, bass guitar and occasionally ukulele and drums at our Saturday or Sunday worship services. And that does not 
even include a few more friends of our current musicians who bring their instruments with them when they visit from 
out of town to play with us. Our church is blessed to have such a robust compliment of talented and flexible / 
adaptable musicians, and the opportunity to help support the Racine Lutheran High School Music Program as well.  

 
 

 

 

 

 



                        
 

 
VIRTUAL S HOUT OUT – Just a little shout out to some 
people both inside and outside our congregation who have 
had to be a little creative and learn how to do a Children’s 
Message online, on the fly over the past month. Thanks for 
putting in the effort to adapt and attempt to keep things 
interesting! And if you do not see your photo on this 
page…..it is not that we do not appreciate you also……we 
just did not get a photo. (Top Left) Joyce Hasko (Top Right) 
Chris Drager talked about the insides and outsides of 
books and bananas on Concordia Sunday. (Bottom left) – 
Pastor Jacob kicked off our online Children’s Messages and 

introduced us to a few of his old friends.  
 
Thanks also to Courtney Jacob for helping to get our Zoom worship off the ground, to Tim Gullicksrud for helping 
with the “game day administration and Zoom hosting,” as well as the music, and everybody who has read Bible 
readings as a virtual lector.  
 

  
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER – While not quite as successful as we had hoped, we did distribute six Portals of Prayer during our 
curbside pick up, and mailed or hand delivered several more. Apologies to Rick Rognsvoog. Had we realized that he 
would be our third and final curbside pick up, we would have gotten his photo also. Regardless, it was good to see some 
smiling, familiar church family faces! Thanks to those that stopped by! (Left) Lisa Wiegman and Kathy Merrill (Right) 
Karen and Ken Merrill The April – June copy of Portals of Prayer are still available.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

PYTHON SOFTBALL (OPENING DAY)  
Coming off their most successful season in franchise history, with a 9 – 4 record and a second place finish in the Racine 
City League, Bottom League, the Pentecost Pythons men’s softball team feels hot…..possibly Pennant Fever! The 
Pythons, who have amassed 39 wins in just ten City League seasons, now sport a 39 – 92 franchise record and a pair of 
better than .500 seasons!  
The Pythons, hoping to ride the tide of their historic season, were scheduled to start their 2020 campaign on Sunday, 
May 3rd. Unfortunately, current social distancing standards do not allow the typical dugout camaraderie and tomfoolery 
that is commonplace with successful diamond franchises like the Pythons. Combined with the near capacity crowds that 
enthusiastically followed the Pythons last season, Python management understands that the well-being of its players 
and fans are the top priority and the real wins will come in keeping the sport as safe as possible for all involved. As a 
result, the Pythons are hoping to slither into Opening Day and “Play Ball” in early June or July. Noting the franchise’s 
storied history of taking care of its fans, the Pythons have committed to once again offering free general admission 
tickets for their Opening Day extravaganza to all of their faithful followers.  
It is faint……but I can hear the Hisssssssss!  

 

 

ARCHIVED SERMONS, OFFERINGS AND SPIRIT WEAR PHOTOS – ON THE WEB  
A number of pages have recently been added to, or updated on the church website www.Pentecost-Racine.org .  
Recent updates include audio of Pastor Jacob’s Zoom (online) sermons on our Archived Sermons page. Great 
for listening to during lunch or a break, or anytime you have a little bit of downtime. Thank you, Dan Hasko, 
for setting up a new page on our website, trimming the weekly Zoom audio and uploading the archived 
sermons to the web. A special Easter 2020 page was set up, which includes a couple of familiar Easter hymns, 
recorded at our church in recent years, as well as a handful of photos of a traditional Easter at our church. The 
Spirit Wear page has also recently been updated with a group photo and an interesting mix of photos of some 
of our members. Finally, our PayPal online giving page and link have now been active for over a month and 
have been used with good frequency and success.  
 

 


