MAY 2016

The

Voice

Of Pentecost Lutheran Church

www.pentecost-racine.org

As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
So what makes the day of Pentecost so special?
Why did the founders of our church, some 108 years ago, feel it fitting to name their church after this special
day?
If you hadn’t noticed, it is a rather unique name in our Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod circles. I can’t tell
you how many phone calls or emails or inquiries I get about our churches name, like: “What does a Pentecostal
Lutheran church look like?” My usual response is, “why don’t you come check us out and see for yourself?”
The reality is we are often confused for the Pentecostal denomination. With a name that is so close to their own
it’s easy to see the confusion. It leads me to wonder why our church founders felt so strong about naming the
church Pentecost. With so many other options available, why pick such a distinctive name? You’re more likely
to hear churches named after disciples like St John or St Peter or vocations of Jesus like Good Shepherd or
Prince of Peace. But not so with the Slovaks that gathered in Racine over a century ago.
Maybe it would help to review the Scripture from Acts, chapter 2:
“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of
a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed
to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” (Acts 2:1-4)
I would offer up to you these four reasons for why I cherish and value our church name:
1. They were all together in one place. (the body of Christ is gathered together for fellowship and worship in
one common location.)
2. The presence of the Holy Spirit in wind and fire. (God demonstrates His power in and among His people,
where they gather.)
3. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit. (A reality we still enjoy today through the waters of Holy
Baptism.)
4. Speaking in tongues as the Spirit enabled them. (A great comfort to immigrants to hear the Word of God
spoken in one’s native tongue.)
Mark your calendars and make your plans to join us to celebrate our churches name’s sake on Pentecost Sunday
(May 15th) as we gather together in worship to “Pack the Place,” as we celebrate the gifts of God together,
namely His continued presence in the Holy Spirit, and as a people from many different backgrounds and
nationalities gather to hear the Word of God proclaimed.
- Pastor J

Gianni Greco – 05/03
Mike McCray, Jr. – 05/04
Hannah Heldt – 05/06
Judy Mueller – 05/06
Henry Hansen – 05/13
Sharon Werner – 05/13
Natalie Scott – 05/14
Kelley Grant – 05/17
Debby Cooper – 05/20
Ian Barclay – 05/21
Zach Christensen – 05/21
Kathy Merrill – 05/22
Hannah Perez – 05/25
Dan Geyer – 05/27
Ellen Geyer – 05/28

Our annual spring rummage sale - May 7th – 8am-2pm Feel free to bring your items to the Parish House during
office hours – M, W, Thu & F – 12:15-3:15pm, or drop
them off after a church service.

We are looking for help
cutting the church and
parish house lawns again
this summer. There is a
sign-up sheet on the table
in the narthex. This is a
huge money saver for the church, so it would be
great to get a lot of volunteers to help with this task.
If you need help learning how to use the equipment
just contact one of the trustees for their assistance.

Shane & Cindy Honore – 12 years
May 8th
Tom & Sue Hasko – 23 years
May 15th
Wes & Diane Larsen – 46 years
May 16th

Please make the following
changes to your directory:
Judy Mueller:
Phone # 262-822-0033
Alice Hasko’s room number has changed to Room 89,
Bed 1, right next door to Norma Hansen at The Villa,
Green Bay Rd., Racine.
Pastor Babel’s new address and phone number:
Racine Commons (Harmony House)
8500 Corporate Dr. #107
Racine, WI 53406
262-554-7011 (same number)

Saturday, May 7th
11am – 12:30pm
Racine Lutheran High School
Zumbathon is fast approaching! Tickets are selling like
hot cakes, be sure to get yours! As the New Orleans trip
draws closer, we are so excited that this team of Zumba
instructors has agreed to help us get fit and have
fun! The kids and chaperones will need to gear up, there
is much walking to do on a daily basis, and they will
want to be in shape for it! This is a great way to support
our youth while keeping in shape ourselves. Don’t
worry if you have never Zumba’d before, as long as you
are moving, you are exercising! The instructors make it
so much fun, you forget you are exercising! Bring a
friend, or bring two – we want to pack Racine Lutheran
High School and make this the best Zumbathon
ever! There are door prizes, snacks for sale by the youth
group, free water and great fellowship. $10.00 per
ticket, please see any youth for your tickets. If you have
any questions, please contact Kathy McGregor, 262-6340938.

May 19th at 5:00 pm
Buona Vita Restaurant
(Elmwood Plaza)
Sign up with Kathy Foss.

BAKE SALE
The Youth Group will be
having a Bake Sale during our
church Rummage Sale on
Saturday, May 7th from 8am –
2pm. If you would like to
donate a home-made, baked
good please have them at church by 8am that Saturday
morning. All youth attending the National Youth
Gathering are asked to donate at least one baked good to
sell. We will also need youth to help out selling during
the rummage sale. Please let Katy Wagner know if you
can help.

PAINT NIGHT THANKS! Painting night was a
wonderful success, we tapped into our inner artist and
came out with some wonderful artwork! The creativity
flowed; we enjoyed delicious treats and tasty beverages
(naturally flavored water) while we waited for our paint
to dry, and enjoyed wonderful fellowship. It was
relaxing, it was challenging, it was, well, a hoot! Big
shout of thanks to Jodi Barclay for organizing the treats
(and making a lot of them too!) and for Dave
Czarnowski for helping us create the tabletop easels (and
the youth who put them together), for the Thrift Store
and Diane and Rick Rognsvoog for the shirt donations
for our aprons (and the youth that cut them out) and for
all the youth who helped in any way, very much
appreciated! We liked it so much, we will probably be
hosting another one in the fall, keep your eye out for
more news! We are excited to be helping our youth
group toward their goal of the National Youth Gathering
– thank you for your support!

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
My Sunday School class continues the journey on
“Route 66”, we found our way into the poetry section of
the Bible, studying Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and
Song of Songs. As we hunted for our “souvenirs”, we
found a delightful Route 66 puzzle that we couldn’t pass
up! Had fun putting it together, including gluing the
pieces! We will be framing it soon so we can continue
to remember our journey. We also painted rocks (Psalm
18:2 “the Lord is my rock and my fortress, and my
deliverer, my God, my strength, in whom I will trust…”)
, and are now in the process of making paper lanterns, to
remind us that “your Word is a lamp to my feet and a
light to my path” Psalm 119:105. Thank you for loaning
me your precious children once a week to study His
Word and share wonderful gifts and talents with each
other. These kids are truly a joy, and I am so thankful to
God for their dedication and great spirit!

PASTORS CONVENTION THANK YOU - Thank you
so much for the dinner and worship service for the
Pastoral and church workers convention held on
Monday, April 18th. The dinner was awesome (tender,
succulent pork chops with mashed potatoes, gravy and
green bean casserole, yum, yum!), Robert Barclay and
family outdid themselves and I enjoyed thoroughly! The
service itself was wonderful……..I was Verklempt when
the singing began, to experience 30-40 men booming out
beloved hymns brought tears to my eyes. The sermon
itself was brilliant, and the power of God was indeed
among us. I am truly thankful. - Kathy McGregor
A BIG THANK YOU . . . for all the cards, visitors,
prayers and overall love that has been extended to my
dad as he is recovering from his falls.
– Cheryl Lynn Wilkinson

Youth Group News
Two weeks before our “big” trip to the NYG, we have
our district youth gathering in Whiting, IN. Youth from
7th grade up are eligible for our district youth gathering.
89th SELC District “Luther League” Youth Gathering
June 30 – July 3rd, 2016
Theme: “In the Beginning”
Motto: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the end.” (Rev. 22:13)
Host: St. Paul Lutheran Church, Whiting IN
Beginnings can be fun. Beginnings can be scary. From
our first steps, to starting high school, getting our
driver’s license, heading off to college…life is full of
beginnings. Come join us in Whiting, IN as we learn
about the One who IS the beginning, and has been there
for all of our beginnings. What better place to come
together with youth from all over the district than
Whiting IN, the place where the Luther League began in
1927!
Join us for fun, fellowship, servant events, Bible study,
and local attractions. Start planning to attend now!
Registration materials will be available shortly.

Our next Second Saturday
Supper will be held on May
14th following Saturday
service. Good meal and
good fellowship. Join us
for Game Night!

Thank
you
to
the
wonderful response to our
“Movers for Moms’ one
month community project
to benefit the Women’s
Resource Center. Still
time to donate as it will
th
end on May 5 and taken to the Two Men and a Truck
business. It’s a nice way to give to others and know you
have helped someone in need.
Thank you to Carrie Smukal for donating the new
Insinkerator for our kitchen and to Robert Wear for
installing it.
Also, thank you to Bob & Birgit Winterle for getting
the altar cloth cleaned and pressed so we can enjoy the
beauty of our church even more.

WANTED: Fabric ribbon, any width,
at least 4 feet in length, solid red,
yellow or orange. Also, any scraps of
calico in those colors. These will be
used in new banners. If you would
like to help with the construction of
banners, or have donations, please
contact Sharon Boehme.

SECOND SATURDAY FELLOWSHIP THANKS
Thank you to Jonathan Lisowski for telling us about his
police work at our April Second Saturday Supper.
Serving the people as he serves the Lord.
Thank you also to Jamie Christensen for using her
nursing skills to take blood pressures at our Second
Saturday Supper. Using God’s gift to serve others.
Thank you to Robert Barclay for not only cooking a
delicious meal for Second Saturday Supper, but also for
the visitors at or church for the Pastors Conference.
Well done good and faithful servant.

HELP WANTED: We are looking for help with
Vacation Bible School this summer in many different
areas, including director. If you are interested, or if you
think you might be but aren't sure what it entails, please
contact Pastor Jacob or Katy Wagner. We would love to
continue this mission project and reach out to the
children in the community. Could you help?

Stewardship Corner

but we can still remember how Slovak immigrants
wanted a church which spoke their language and started
our church.
Invite your friends, be there yourself, help us Pack
the Church on Pentecost Sunday. Wear red or your
Spirit Wear T-shirt. Show your Pentecost Spirit. It’s a
celebration of our faith. See our new Pentecost banner.
Wouldn’t it be great to see our church so full we had to
add chairs! Only you can make it happen.

It’s Back by request… Hymn Sing
Hymn Sing has returned on the 4th Sunday of the
month. Request your favorites and we’ll sing 2 verses of
each one we have time for before the service. If your
favorite isn’t in LSB or HOP, let Joyce Hasko or
Courtney Jacob know ahead of time and between us
we’ll try to find it and get it in the bulletin so we can all
sing it.
Besides Helen’s message above, Pastor Jacob had
another of our shutins tell him how important our
signatures on the Easter card were to her. She said it
showed her that her congregation was truly thinking
about her. As we use our time and talents for God,
remember that even something as simple as signing a
card can be a part of that.

EZ Giving Day

Thanks to all who made use
of the EZ Giving Envelopes. Our total for the month of
April was $298. This will be used in the Unified Budget
to make up for some of the Sundays we came up a little
short of the needed weekly amount.

Plan Now to help
Pack the Place for Pentecost
May 15, 2016 –Pentecost Sunday
Plans are underway for a Celebration
Service for the festival of Pentecost –
the birthday of the church. Remember
the story in Acts 2:1-21 of the crowds in
Jerusalem to celebrate, the sound of a
mighty rushing wind, the tongues of
fire. And everyone visiting the city
heard the disciples talking in their own
language so they could understand the
message. What an exciting day that must have been!
Who will you invite to help us Pack the Place for this
special celebration?
Over 100 years ago, our church was started on
Pentecost Sunday and called (in Slovak) Descending of
the Holy Spirit or Pentecost. Since Pentecost is a
moveable festival depending on the date of Easter, it
does not fall on our actual church anniversary this year,

Speak, O Lord
Excerpts taken from Keith and
Kristyn Getty

“One of Christianity's distinctives is
that we worship a God who has
spoken - who is not silent. From God
the Father, speaking the world into creation, to speaking
through His Living word in Christ, to speaking by His
Spirit through the written word.
Throughout history the word of God has transformed
the most proud leaders and the most hopeless victims,
the greatest civilization and the remotest of villages, in
every age to every corner of the world - so incredible is
its power.
In Isaiah the people were performing many acts in the
name of God and the Lord said "This is the one to whom
I will turn my face – he who is humble and contrite and
trembles at my word".
It is our prayer that through the power of the spirit, this
hymn will prepare people to humbly listen to the Bible
being taught and respond to the huge consequences it
has on their lives.”
"Speak O Lord" was written by Keith Getty. Keith Getty
is an Irish composer, best known for pioneering "modern
hymns." Many of his songs are co-written with his wife,
Kristyn Getty, and veteran British songwriter and
worship leader Stuart Townend. The most widely used
of the Getty-Townend hymns are "In Christ Alone,"
"The Power of the Cross," and "Speak, O Lord." Keith
and Kristyn Getty are currently living in the United
States where they write music and tour.” Shelley
Cunningham

Pray for Your Pastor
So often we ask our pastors to pray for us but forget that they need our prayers, too. A month’s worth of ideas to pray
for are arranged on this calendar starting with the first on Sunday so we thought May, which begins on a Sunday this year,
would be a good time to use this. Please set aside a minute or two to lift up Pastor Jacob and his family in prayer as they
serve the Lord. – The Stewardship Committee

