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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
After an Advent and Christmas break from the Gospel of Matthew we are back traveling with the
disciples and learning at Jesus’ feet.
Below are the themes and major takeaways from our journey in January and February…

January 24

“Finding Your Way”

(Matthew 10:32-39)

In the midst of life’s many choices…find Jesus

January 31

“Let Us Not Stumble”

(Matthew 10:40-11:6)

Jesus will not be the cause of our doubts

February 7

“More than a Prophet”

(Matthew 11:7-15)

God was doing a new thing; a new time has dawned in the world…in Jesus

February 14

“We are like Kids!”

(Matthew 11:16-24)

“We are the people of “this generation”

February 21

“God is at Work”

(Matthew 11:25-30)

God is at work – through Jesus Christ – who offers rest to Everyone!

It should come as no surprise that we find Jesus at the heart of our themes and our lives in this batch of
Matthew texts. They center around the conversations that Jesus is having as he preaches in the towns
of Galilee. When John the Baptist’s disciples approach and ask him, “Are you the one who was to
come, or should we expect someone else?” Jesus then confirms not only the truth of his identity, but
also the importance of John the Baptist as the forerunner for Jesus, preparing the way for His arrival.
It’s in the midst of that preparation that Jesus takes to task “this generation”…the unrepentant
cities/people who will not repent and follow Jesus. But for those who do repent and believe in Jesus,
we find that God is at work, through Jesus Christ, who freely offers rest to all who are weary and
burdened.
- Pastor J

Valerie Foss – 03/02
Ethan McCray – 03/12
April Pischke – 03/12
Diane Rognsvoog – 03/13
Julia Hamilton – 03/16
Isabella Lisowski – 03/16
Ian McGregor – 03/16
Jamie Christensen – 03/17
Bryanna Galipeau – 03/17
Kathy Foss – 03/18
Alyssa Wilkinson – 03/18
Scot Sinclair – 03/19
Ellie Wilckens – 03/19
Nick Wilckens – 03/19
Gloria Gordon – 03/22
Chrissy Hamilton – 03/26
Diane Larsen – 03/28
Genevieve Barclay – 03/29
Grace Hansen – 03/31
Esther Pischke – 03/31

Jon & Terri Lisowski
17 years – March 20th

55+ Club will be playing Bingo on
Tuesday, March 1st at 12 noon in the
Fellowship Hall. You are asked to
bring 1-2 prizes. Anyone 55 and
older is invited!

Thank you for your generosity given to the outreach for
the homeless.
Many things were collected and
appreciated by HALO and the Hospitality Center.

Bethania Lutheran Church is in need of brown paper
bags for their clothing ministry. Check if you have any
and place them in the food pantry basket in the narthex
and they will be taken to the church. Thanks so much.

Anyone wanting old pictures from your children’s VBS
and Sunday School days may take them off the bulletin
board located near the stairs in the Fellowship Hall.
Nice memories!

Our next Rummage Sale is Saturday, May 7th from 8am
– 2pm. Hoping your generosity will help make this a
successful fundraiser for our church. All donations can
be brought to the Parish House during office hours (M,
W, TH, F, 12:15-3:15pm) or after church services.

Help Concordia Lutheran School with the following
donations: Box Tops for Education – Campbell Soup
labels – old cell phones. There is a container with
drawers located in the corner of the narthex by the
bulletin board.

Coming April 9th –
“Second Saturday
Supper”
Robert Barclay will do the
cooking and this will be a
great time for Christian
fellowship!

Sunday School News

Congratulations to Jon Lisowski
for a recent promotion to
Lieutenant with the Caledonia
Police Department

Congratulations to Racine
Lutheran High School
Senior Rachel Hasko
making the game-winning
3-pointer during a recent
victory for the Lady
Crusaders. Rachel has
also scored over 900
career points, making her
the
second
all-time
leading scorer! She also holds school records in season
3-pointers, career 3-pointers and career assists. Way to
go!

We Lost a Friend

February 21, 2016

On Route 66 (the 66 books of the Bible), my class
recently journeyed to Job, and found the trek perilous
and filled with scary roads, and danger at every
curve! The first book of poetry of the Bible, we wrote
down words that spoke to us as we went through our
lessons, and at the end, we created a very special and
unique
“souvenir”
to
remember
our
trip
by. Mandalas! We took those words we had written
down and using the symmetry of the mandala, we
personalized them to create a meaningful reminder of
what we learned during that journey. I was able to scan
them into my computer, and then by using Shrinky Dink
“paper”, we also made jewelry! We laminated our
artwork and are wearing our jewelry, and even though it
was a difficult trip, we enjoyed it immensely! We are
off to Psalms next, very excited to see where this takes
us! - Mrs. McGregor

Stewardship Corner
Thinking about Stewardship
Christians give to the Lord because they are grateful.
The giving of themselves in totality - body, mind, spirit,
talents, time and material resources - is the Christian
way of expressing their thankfulness to God for all that
they have. Responding to the immeasurable love and
grace of God, dedicated Christians open their hearts and
hands toward God in a spirit of appreciation and love.
• There are two ways of spreading light: to be the candle
or the mirror that reflects it. ~ Edith Wharton
• When it comes to giving, some people stop at nothing.
• Consider the postage stamp: its usefulness consists in
the ability to stick to one thing 'till it gets there. ~ Josh
Billings
• If you want to be spiritually fed, go to church with a
good appetite, not with a bad attitude. ~ Our Daily
Bread

Communing with God
After Apollo 11 landed on the moon on July 20,
1969, pilot Buzz Aldrin requested via radio that people
pause to give thanks for the achievement in their own
way. When his broadcast ended, Aldrin read a verse
from the Gospel of John and took communion, which his
church had sent to space with him.
“It was interesting for me to think: the very first
liquid ever poured on the moon, and the very first food
eaten there, were the communion elements,” the
astronaut said. “At the time, I could think of no better
way to acknowledge the enormity of the Apollo 11
experience than by giving thanks to God.”

Save the Date
The tax man cometh
A minister received a
telephone call from the IRS
inquiring about the giving
habits of a member of the
pastor’s church. The
government official said that
the man had stated on his tax
form that he had given
$4,000 to the church the
previous year. “Is that
correct?” he inquired.
The pastor replied, “I
don’t have the records here. I
would have to check on it.
But I will say that if he didn’t, he will.”

Extra Dollar Sunday
April 17 (tax refund time)

The 3 Gs
On February 7th we
had a family group or
The 3 G’s during the
offering. Grandmother, Linda Fidler,
chose the name
which stands for 3
generations. Ruth
Wear and her
daughter Mickey
Wojak sang and were
accompanied by
Ruth’s mother Linda
Fidler. Ruth and
Linda were misty
eyed at the opportunity to all work together. Not so,
Mickey. She was just pretty excited.

Abide with Me
If you have been attending the
midweek Lenten services, you may
have noticed that each service ends
with some verses from the hymn
Abide with Me. Here’s a story
about that hymn.
It is said that this hymn is one of the best-loved
English hymns of the past 150 years. It was popular in
the trenches of the First World War and a favorite of the
English royal family, played at the weddings of the
future King George VI and of Queen Elizabeth II. It is
sung at many celebrations in Austria, New Zealand,
Canada and the United Kingdom and included in the
soundtrack of several movies and TV shows.
“The author of the hymn, Henry Francis Lyte, was
an Anglican priest and vicar of All Saints Church in
Brixham, England. He was also a published poet and
accomplished hymnwriter who also penned “Jesus, I My
Cross Have Taken” and “Praise, My Soul, the King of
Heaven.” For most of his life Lyte suffered from poor
health, and he would regularly travel abroad for relief, as
was the tradition in that day. Nevertheless, he developed
tuberculosis and, at the age of 54, came near to the end
of his life.
Although very weak, Lyte decided to preach once
more for his congregation although his family thought it
would be too much for him to do. That day, after taking
a walk on the beach, he wrote the song Abide with Me.
A few days later he died while resting in a hotel on the
French Rivera. He is also credited with the phrase “It is
better to wear out than to rust out.”
“Abide With Me was put to music by William H.
Monk (1823-1889), and made its debut at Henry's
memorial service.”

Frozen Fun Leads to Faith and Fellowship
SELC District “Luther League” Western Circuit Ski Trip
“You’ve Got a Friend in Me”
John 15:13
What do you do in Wisconsin when its 10 degrees outside with 10 below zero wind chills? Go skiing,
snowboarding, or tubing, of course! The SELC Western Circuit youth met on Feb. 13 & 14 at Wilmot
Mountain for some frozen fun. Groups from St. Louis, MO; Crown Point, IN; Racine WI; and Concordia
University WI attended. Whether you were a first time skier or a ski-veteran, all the youth enjoyed a chilly day
on the slopes. For those who preferred tubing to skiing, a separate hill with several tubing lanes and a conveyor
system made for an exciting day.
After a day on the slopes, the group traveled to Pentecost Lutheran Church in Racine, WI for a spaghetti dinner.
Opening devotions were kicked off by Ian Barclay, a Chaplains Assistant in the US Army, who was home for
the weekend. We explored the friendships of Elijah and Elisha, Naomi and Ruth, and David and Jonathan. Ian
reminded us what friends are; what friends do for each other; and how God has put friends in our lives. He
encouraged us to support each other during the weekend, make new friends and renew old ones, and enjoy our
time together.
After opening devotions, our energetic group was turned over to the CUW YMIN team for mixers and
icebreakers. The youth wore themselves out playing Trainwreck, Dodgeball, and our own version of the
Hunger Games (kind of like flag-football).
Later in the evening, Kangaroo Court raised over $300 for missions and the scholarship fund. Luther Leaguers
were fined for cheesy winter hats, tardiness, and not knowing the lyrics to classic rock songs, among many
other offenses.
Micah from CUW closed the evening with a devotion centering on Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch. Philip
befriended the Ethiopian Eunuch helped him understand the Scriptures he was reading.
The rest of the night was spent playing board games, hanging out in the youth room, playing video games, and
eating every junk food known to man.
In the morning, Pentecost served a delicious breakfast of eggs, sausage, oatmeal, cereal, fruit, and Racine’s
signature Danish pastry: Kringle. Trevor from CUW reminded us in our closing devotion that Jesus is our best
friend. While other friends may let us down or be unavailable, Jesus is always there and will never leave us.
The 9:00 a.m. worship service closed with the hymn “God Be With You Till We Meet Again”, a long-standing
Luther League tradition.
As we said farewell to our friends, new and old, we were reminded of our theme for the weekend:
“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” John 15:13
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED WITH AND MADE DONATIONS TOWARD THE SKI
TRIP!
THE YOUTH REALLY APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

2016 Youth Ski Trip
February 13 & 14, 2016
“You’ve Got a Friend in Me”
John 15:13

