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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ. 
 

Don’t Tell Hurting People that God’s in Control 
 

We say it to the family who’s standing in a sea of twisted metal and broken dreams that a tornado spit out. We say it to the 

man who lost his job, can’t find work, and is on the verge of losing his home. We say it to the cancer patient, the pregnant 

teen, and our sons and daughters as they leave for war. 

We mean well. We intend it as good news. We say, “God is in control,” to help them see that God is bigger than their 

struggles. That he has a grand and wonderful plan for their lives. That he, as the sovereign Lord, has this universe—and 

them—in the palm of his hand. 
 

And we need to stop saying it. 
 

There are things that are true of God that are not truly the good news people need to hear. There are hidden things about 

God and there are revealed things about God. The hidden things are of no concern to us; the revealed are our sole concern. 

And in those revealed things of God he discloses to us everything we need to know about who he is and what he does for 

us. 
 

We want to know how God rules this world, how he is present in all things, how he exerts his control over the course of 

world events. We want to know why some get cancer and some don’t, why terrible things happen to the best of people, 

why volcanoes erupt and hurricanes strike and fires consume. We want to know whose side God is on when there are 

wars, why he waits so long to answer our prayers, how he’s going to sort out the ups and downs of our day-to-day lives. 

Yet these questions are none of our concern. They are wrong questions that seek imperfect answers that give unstable 

hope. These deal with the hidden things of God. And even if the Lord gave us an answer, it would sound like Einstein 

lecturing on the theory of relativity to a bawling infant. The hidden things of God are hidden for a reason. They are none 

of our concern, none of our hope, none of our life. 

Here’s what God wants us to know about him: that everything there is to know about him is Jesus. He is the sole means to 

the Father, the only revealer of the Spirit. He is the exact representation of God. In him all the fullness of the deity dwells 

in bodily form. In other words, the only God we know is Christ. And, equally important, the only Christ we know is the 

crucified one. Thus Paul says, “I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified,” (1 

Corinthians 2:2). 
 

God does have a wonderful plan for your life, but it’s not what you think. His merciful plan is to crucify you with Christ, 

bury you with Christ, and raise you to new life in Christ. All this he does in baptism. Baptism unites you with the only 

God we know. And in that God—the crucified and resurrected Christ—God reveals who he is. 

He is the God who will never leave you in your sickness, never forsake you in your brokenness, for you have been washed 

into his body, blooded into his veins, grafted into the limbs of his flesh. 

He is the God who goes with grieving spouses to the graveside, and will one day go with you as you are carried to the 

place of your burial, for he is the God who is the resurrection and the life, the one in whom we live, even though we die. 

Jesus is the crucified and resurrected God who gave his cheek to those who struck him, his hands to those who pierced 

him, his ear to those who mocked him, his body and blood to those who crucified him. And in so doing, he secured 

absolution for us for the most evil acts imaginable. He reconciled us to the Father by building a bridge from him to us 

that’s constructed out of the wood and nails of his cross. He gave us something better than answers to our questions; he 

gave us life for our death, heaven for our hell, forgiveness for our sin. 
 

These are the revealed things of God—his revealed gifts to us. These gifts are not only all that matters, they are also all 

that satisfies. Here is hope for the hurting. Here is adoption for the rejected. Here is the God you can see and taste and 

touch and smell—the God whose name is Jesus Christ. 
 

To those of you who are hurting, know that there is a God who loves you, who has always loved you and always will. 

Jesus Christ will not answer all your questions, but he will give you all of himself. And in the end, that’s all any of us 

need. 

 

 

 



Lucy Bitner – 06/01 

Terri Lisowski – 06/03 

Lucas Hensel – 06/05 

Kelvin Nowak – 06/05 

Lindsay O’Neill – 06/06 

Kevin Greco – 06/08 

John Hansen – 06/08 

Janet Greco – 06/09 

Logan Hoffman – 06/09 

Aiden Yeager – 06/09 

Casey Hutchinson – 06/10 

Rachel Hasko – 06/11 

Corissa Galipeau – 06/13 

Cameron Wagner – 06/13 

Ed Schrubbe – 06/16 

Jack Maloney – 06/18 

Jeffrey Alvarez – 06/25 

Noah Barclay – 06/27 

Shannon LeGath – 06/27 

Karen Luchterhand – 06/28 

Riley Alvarez – 06/29 

Rob Cooper – 06/30 

 

 

 
Robert & Jodi Barclay – 26 years – June 2

nd
  

Scot & Pam Sinclair – 21 years - June 3
rd

 

Kyle & Shana Jacob – 8 years - June 7
th
  

Charles & Peggy Clark – 38 years - June 10
th
  

Judy & Allen Mueller – 46 years - June 13
th
  

Denise & Ethan Denault – 10 years - June 16
th
  

Hannah & Adam Perez – 4 years - June 16
th
  

Bill & Joyce Hasko – 49 years - June 17
th
  

Kelvin & Yvonne Nowak – 21 years - June 17
th
  

Wayne & Judy Ruud – 52 years - June 20
th
 

Jeff & Gretchen Hansen – 15 years - June 23
rd

 

Walter & Lisa Wilckens – 23 years - June 23
rd

  

 

 

 

We are looking for help 
cutting the church and 
parish house lawns again 
this summer.  There is a 
sign-up sheet on the table 
in the narthex.  This is a 

huge money saver for the church, so it would be 
great to get a lot of volunteers to help with this task.  
If you need help learning how to use the equipment 
just contact one of the trustees for their assistance.   
 

 

 
Jon Cooper – Madison Media Institute - Applied Science   

                               of Recording and Audio Engineering 

Mareno Greco - Concordia Lutheran School 

Rachel Hasko – Racine Lutheran High School 

Hannah Heldt – Cardinal Strich College - Nursing 

Cody Schrubbe – Racine Lutheran High School 

Josh VanRuden – Concordia Lutheran School 

Andrea Wilkinson – Lawrence University – BioChemistry 

 

 

Youth Group News 

 

Two weeks before our “big” trip to the NYG, we have 

our district youth gathering in Whiting, IN.  Youth from 

7
th
 grade up are eligible for our district youth gathering.   

89th SELC District “Luther League” Youth Gathering 

June 30 – July 3
rd

, 2016 

Theme:  “In the Beginning” 

Motto:  “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 

last, the beginning and the end.” (Rev. 22:13) 

Host:  St. Paul Lutheran Church, Whiting IN 

Beginnings can be fun.  Beginnings can be scary.  From 

our first steps, to starting high school, getting our 

driver’s license, heading off to college…life is full of 

beginnings.  Come join us in Whiting, IN as we learn 

about the One who IS the beginning, and has been there 

for all of our beginnings.  What better place to come 

together with youth from all over the district than 

Whiting IN, the place where the Luther League began in 

1927!  Join us for fun, fellowship, servant events, Bible 

study, and local attractions.  Start planning to attend 

now!  Registration materials will be available shortly.   

 

55+ Club Annual Picnic will be held 

on Tuesday, June 21
st
 at Johnson’s 

Armstrong Park on Hwy 31 at 12:00 

noon.  It will be held at the Shady Oak 

site which is the same as last year.  Hot 

beef and buns will be the main course, 

and we ask everybody to bring a side dish to pass.  They 

also have a miniature golf course to use – Cost is $2 per 

person.  No meetings will be held in July and August, 

but will resume in September.  Anyone 55 and older is 

welcome! 

 
 

 

 

 



 
HELP WANTED: We are looking for help with 

Vacation Bible School this summer in many different 

areas, including director. If you are interested, or if you 

think you might be but aren't sure what it entails, please 

contact Pastor Jacob or Katy Wagner. We would love to 

continue this mission project and reach out to the 

children in the community. Could you help? 

 

JOIN US FOR OUR BLOCK 

PARTY SATURDAY, JULY 

30TH – 11am-3pm Mark your 

calendars now, for the 15th Annual 

Neighborhood Block Party, which 

will be hosted by Pentecost 

Lutheran Church on Saturday, July 

30th.  Once again, we will close 

the street and will feature brats, hot 

dogs, roasted corn, side dishes and 

non-alcoholic beverages in the 

"Food Court."  The moonwalk and 

giant slide will return again this 

year, as will Cross -- The Block 

Party Band, once again making 

their only Midwest tour appearance of the summer at our 

Block Party!  As always, the Block Party will be filled 

with door prizes, the balloon toss and much more yet to 

be announced fun.  You won't want to miss this 

event!  Grillers, food preparation, and set up and tear 

down volunteers are always needed.  Interested 

volunteers should contact Tom Hasko at (414) 828-

7365 or TomHasko@gmail.com.  And of course, 

donations are always welcome!  

 

 Pentecost is once again going to have 

a Craft Fair on Saturday, October 22, 

2016. We are looking for crafters to 

rent a table. The table costs $15.00 

and $20.00 for a larger table. If you 

are interested in participating, please 

email me at 

susanmtravel@yahoo.com. I will 

send you an application to fill out. 

Please put “plc craft fair” in the subject line in case you 

get into my spam box. Also feel free to email any 

questions. If you know of any other crafters feel to pass 

this information along to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

DIMES FOR CHRIST THANK YOU  - 

Thank you so much for your continued and 

generous support of Christian education! It 

is because of congregations like yours that 

the church and our education system 

continue to grow in knowledge and foster 

the power of the Gospel in young students. 

As Luther stated, “For the sake of the 

church, we must have and maintain Christian schools”, and 

with your support we are growing in the maintaining of 

our Lutheran school system. Receiving this scholarship 

motivates me to continue the hard work and dedication 

necessary to succeed in my future endeavors at Concordia 

University Chicago and beyond as I move towards 

graduation and my career as an educator. I look forward to 

being able to give back to my future students and your 

generosity will help me achieve my goals.  Once again, 

please accept my sincere thanks for your investment in my 

college education. I am both humbled and honored to be 

the recipient of this award. May God richly bless you! – 

Adam Friedrich, Dimes for Christ recipient 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
A little news from our last day of Sunday School.  My 

class enjoyed the beautiful day that God gave us, and 

went for a bike ride on the bike trail starting at Durand 

Ave. and Taylor Ave.  We started out by packing 

ourselves a delicious lunch of sandwich, chips, fruit 

snack, and Oreo cookies.  (Henry likes Cheetos, that is 

all☺)  Packed up some waters and put this all in a basket 

on my bike and a backpack I was carrying and off we 

went.  We rode for about an hour, enjoying the sights, 

smells and sunshine!  Then we found a grassy knoll and 

set about eating our lunch and sharing great conversation 

about the paths life takes us and how we need to read the 

signs and stop sometimes and ask ourselves, “where are 

we going”, and sometimes we need to turn around.  That 

is just what we did, we cleaned up our space and turned 

around and headed back.  Unfortunately Nathaniel took a 

bit of a spill, but he was a brave soldier and got back up 

on his steed and rode along, with no complaining!  What 

a trooperJ  I was the leader of the pack, and you know 

me, my mouth was open and a bug flew in, so I was 

busy spitting it out, and then I hear Henry behind me, “is 

that a raindrop”?  Uh, sorry, but no, it is just me spitting 

out a bug……..  We rode a total of about six miles and 

had wonderful fellowship.  God is good.  A perfect 

ending to a wonderful year.  Please join us on June 

5
th
 for our awards Sunday and fellowship afterward 

celebrating a great year of learning about God’s Word. 

Kathy McGregor 

(Sorry, no pictures, too busy being in the moment) 
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Battle Hymn of the 

Republic 

Julia Ward Howe 
 
     “To have implicit trust in God's 
faithful care and protection is never 

easy in times of danger or strife. Yet even in the midst of 
the terrible Civil War between the Northern and 
Southern states, a remarkable woman named Julia Ward 
Howe proclaimed her confidence in God's triumphant 
power in this inspiring text. 
     Mrs. Howe's hymn has been acclaimed through the 
years as one of our finest patriotic songs. At one time it 
was sung as a solo at a large rally attended by President 
Abraham Lincoln. After the audience had responded 
with loud applause, the President, with tears in his eyes, 
cried out, "Sing it again!" It was sung again. And after 
more than a hundred years, Americans still join often in 
proclaiming, "Glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching 
on!" “ 
http://www1.cbn.com/devotions/battle-hymn-republic-

story-behind-song 
 
     Talking about the hymn, Howe later recalled, “I 
awoke in the gray of the morning twilight; and as I lay 
waiting for the dawn, the long lines of the desired poem 
began to twine themselves in my mind. Having thought 
out all the stanzas, I said to myself, ‘I must get up and 
write these verses down, lest I fall asleep again and 
forget them.’ ” She jumped out of bed, found an old 
stump of a pen nearby, and scrawled the verses on the 
back of a piece of stationery. Falling back to sleep with a 
drowsy sense of satisfaction, she thought to herself, “I 
like this better than most things that I have written.” 
     This hymn was sung at the funeral of Winston 
Churchill in 1965 and at the Washington National 
Cathedral after the terrorist attacks of 2001. 
 
 

 
The Meals on Wheels Senior Nutrition Program has an 

immediate need for Volunteer Drivers.  Currently, we 

have volunteer routes available Tuesday, Thursday and 

Friday with a time commitment of about 1-1.5 hours.  

Drive one day a week or be an “on call” volunteer 

driver.  Schedules are flexible.  Teams of drivers are 

welcome to “adopt” a route on a specific day.  Meal pick 

up is at Ridgewood Care Center, 3205 Wood Road, 

Racine.  Mileage stipends are available.  For more 

information, please call Ruth Stauersbol, Volunteer 

Coordinator at 262-898-1370.  As you may already 

know, Meals on Wheels has been serving meals in the 

Racine community since 1964.  Our seniors truly 

appreciate the meals and enjoy the daily visits with the 

volunteers.  One participant wrote us to say “I am 

blessed to have this service. I look forward to seeing 

their smiling faces and their cheery words.” 

CHURCH BREAKFAST 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5
th

 at 8AM 
Come join us for a piping hot 

breakfast before worship.  This is a 

fundraiser for the National Youth Gathering trip to New 

Orleans.  A free-will offering will be taken.   

 

 

The Youth Group will be having 

two bake sales at the local Farmers 

Market to help raise funds for the 

National Youth Gathering.  One 

will be Saturday, June 4
th
 

downtown, 8am-12pm.  The other 

one will be Wednesday, June 8
th
 in West Racine.  If you 

would like to donate any homemade, baked goods for 

the youth to sell at these bake sales that would be greatly 

appreciated.  Please bring all baked goods to the Farmers 

Market before 8am on either one of those days. 

 

 As you might know, Christ’s 

Church can always use more 

church workers in the Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod, especially 

pastors, deaconesses, Lutheran 

school teachers, DCEs and the like. 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

offers a campus visit event geared 

for youth who are interested in exploring Church work, 

and who will be entering 9
th
-12

th
 grade. It’s called Vocatio, 

and it takes place June 25-30, 2016 here in St. Louis. The 

theme is “Engaging the World” based on John 17:15-16. 

Some of our speakers will discuss how Christians can 

engage the world through God’s Creation (Prof. Dr. 

Charles Arand) and through popular contemporary film 

(Prof. David Lewis), among others. We would love to have 

any youth join us this summer for Vocatio. I know that the 

National Youth Gathering is taking place as well, but 

that’s later in the summer. And if it doesn’t work out for 

this year, then maybe you would be interested next year. 

For more information and to register, please go 

to http://www.csl.edu/admissions/visit-us/vocatio. 

 

RUMMAGE SALE THANKS 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Rummage 

Sale – Setting up, taking down, helping at the sale and 

your generous donations are truly appreciated. 

 

 
Father’s Day June 19

th
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Stewardship Corner 

      

Pack the Place for Pentecost 

We left a little room for the Holy Spirit to continue His 
work during the year and have the church even more 
filled next year. 37 people worshipped Saturday night 
and 94 on Sunday for a total of 131 for the weekend, 

and look at all that red. Pastor Babel was happy to get 
the picture and know we were thinking of him, too. 

 
John 3:16 was read in 
many different languages 
including sign language.  
 
 

Candles represented each  
language. 
 
Sharon Boehme made a 
new Pentecost banner. 
This is one of the 
projects we’d like to see 
develop as part of the 
stewardship program. 
 
 
 

A processional with the new 
banner, processional cross, 
Pastor and acolyte started the 
service and balloons 
symbolizing keeping the 
spirit moving or “Pass It On” 
ended the service. Courtney 
Jacob and Joyce Hasko did a 
piano and organ duet on 
Speak O Lord and trumpets and clarinet completed the 
musical offerings. 

 

Noisy Offering 

We’re not sure exactly how we’re going to do a Noisy 

Offering this year, but you can start now to save your 
change for the end of the summer. We’ll have more 
news on this in the July Voice. 
 

It’s Back by request… Hymn 

Sing 

     Hymn Sing has returned on the 4th Sunday of the 
month. Request your favorites and we’ll sing 2 verses of 
each one we have time for before the service. If your 
favorite isn’t in LSB or HOP, let Joyce Hasko or 
Courtney Jacob know ahead of time and between us 
we’ll try to find it and get it in the bulletin so we can all 
sing it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s summer time, but the budget needs of our church 
don’t take a vacation. You can help by turning in your 
envelopes even though you are going on vacation. 


