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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Sometimes you run across something that needs to be shared and you can’t do a better job of expressing it.  

With that in mind, I thought I would share with you an article from author Chad Bird… 

 

[On rare and memorable occasions, we get bigger by becoming part of something bigger than ourselves. We are 

no longer just an “I” but a “we.” And not just a crowd of “I’s” who happen to be at the same place at the same 

time. We’re not just individuals strung together, like lights on a Christmas tree, but more like grains of wheat 

made into flour and baked into a loaf of bread. 

 

Marriage is something like this. It’s not just two individuals who happen to share the same last name and same 

address. But, as the Bible says, they become “one flesh.” I am not just a man living with a woman. I’ve become 

bigger. I have been incorporated into something larger than myself. I have been baked, as it were, into the loaf 

of marriage.  The one we are now is bigger than the two we were separately. 

 

Something similar happens in military units. The bond between the individual soldiers, as they live together, 

train together, fight together, and sometimes die together—the heat of those experiences welds them together. 

They aren’t just a group but a corps. A body. They share a unity that civilians find hard to fathom. 

 

We may not often think about it this way, but this is precisely what’s happening at Christmas. On December 25 

we celebrate the birthday of an individual man, to be sure. But we also celebrate all our own birthdays as well. 

 

Long before he lay in the manger, the Son stood beside the Father as Wisdom, dancing and laughing with 

delight as the cosmos was made (Proverbs 8:30).  He was the means whereby the Father brought all creation, 

including humanity, into being. He is the Word, the Logos, who has now become flesh. 

 

He has not, however, just put on human nature like a shirt and pair of pants, easily stripped off to be a naked 

God again. No, from the moment of his conception onward, into the everlasting future, God is also human. He 

made the choice to join our family. Forever. To share our DNA. To become not a superman, but a human, just 

as we are. 

 

But there’s more. The birthday of this man, who is also God, is humanity’s fresh start. A new kind of genesis. If 

Adam is the father of the human race, then Jesus is the father of a new human race. This new race is just as 

human as before, but at the same time—if you’ll permit it—even more human. 

 

“More human” in this sense: in Jesus, we are more like God wants us to be than we were before. We gain more 

in Christ than we lost in Adam. We are no longer just in the image of God—mirroring him—but in Christ we 

become incorporated into the man who is himself God. And the result? We get bigger. 

 

God expands us in Jesus, as it were, to become greater in him than we could ever be in ourselves. By myself, 

I’m just a guy. A creature. A mortal. But in this Godman (theanthropos, as the Greeks put it), I have 

been incorporated into the corps of God. 

 



Paul says it quite lyrically in one of his letters. It’s easy to miss in some translations. Speaking of Jesus, he 

writes that “in him the whole fullness [πλήρωμα] of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled 

[πεπληρωμένοι] in him” (Colossians 2:9-10). The two Greek words, one a noun and one a verb, are from the 

same root. The ESV has captured it well with “fullness” and “have been filled.”  

 

We might paraphrase it like this: Jesus, who is God full-bodied, fulfills our humanity by joining us to God in 

himself. As J. B. Lightfoot puts it, “His πλήρωμα [fullness] is transfused into you by virtue of your 

incorporation into Him.” 

This incorporation is so profound that Paul calls us, the church, the body of Jesus. We’re not “like” the body of 

Jesus in a “let’s pretend” sort of way. Our intimate communion with Jesus is just as intimate—we might say 

more intimate—than a head’s communion with its body. 

 

So, if you want to know what God looks like, peer into the manger. There is the face of God. And there also is 

the face of the first man of a new humanity. His birthday becomes our new birthday. We are born again in him.  

 

Our Father carries us to the river of baptism in which we float through a new garden of Eden into this new 

Adam and a new creation. 

 

Every baptism is Christmas and Christmas is every baptism. 

 

God is thus no longer so hard for us to grasp. He has hair. He has fingers. He has eyes in which God sees us and 

in which we see God. He has tiny hands that will stretch up to his mother’s breast, merciful hands that touch 

leprous skin, sacrificial hands that bleed from nails, and loving hands that baptize us and feed us week after 

week at the altar. When he touches us, we touch God. 

 

Long ago, Athanasius wrote that “the renewal of creation has been the work of the self-same Word that made it 

in the beginning,” (On the Incarnation 1:4). If you want something done right, do it yourself. So God did. He 

through whom all our birthdays came to be has come to give us a new birthday, a new creation, in him. 

 

Merry Christmas—God is one of us.] 

 

God’s blessings as we celebrate Christ’s birth, our own birth in Christ, and the New Year!!! 

 

Pastor J 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Birthdays 
 

Richard Rognsvoog-01/01 Raynae Hensel – 01/22 

Mason Wagner – 01/01 Mia Ekstowicz – 01/25 

Sharon Boehme – 01/08 Dave Wagner – 01/25 

Kathy McGregor – 01/13 Sue Murcek – 01/27 

Andrea Wilkinson – 01/13 Anne Chasar – 01/28 

Grant Barclay – 01/17 Corrine Schrubbe – 01/28 

Walter Wilckens – 01/19 Julianne Hlavka – 01/30     

  
 

2020 Church Council 
 

President Tim Hasko 
 

Vice President Mike Wilkinson 
 

Secretary Sue Hasko 
 

Treasurer Tom Hasko 
 

Board of Elders Jonathan Lisowski 

 Dave Wagner 

 John Boeme 
 

Board of Education Teresa Barthel 

 Shana Jacob 

 Amy Luxem 
 

Board of Stewardship Jenna Geyer 

 Joyce Hasko 

 Katie Gullicksrud 
 

Board of Trustees Rob Cooper 

 Dan Geyer 

 Matt Luxem 

 

Board of Missions & Kathy McGregor 

Evangelism Katy Wagner 

 Kristi Barfield 

  

Members at Large Mary Boudreau 

 Mike Mueller 

 Bob Winterle 

  
 

 

Installation of the Church Council will take place during 

the service on January 5th. 

 

 

Arlene & Robert Verborg 

55 years - January 16th 

Noah Barclay & Tyler Klein 

December 14, 2019 
 

 

The 2020 Flower Chart is up in the 

narthex.  If you would like to place 

flowers on the altar for a special 

occasion, please sign up on the 

chart.  Please indicate whether you 

are keeping them, otherwise your 

arrangement will be given to a local nursing home.  

Contact Sue Murcek or Janet Greco if you have any 

questions. 

 

 

A new directory will be printed soon.  

If you would like to change or add any 

information, please let Sue Hasko 

know by either calling the church 

office or making corrections on the 

directory sitting on the table in the 

narthex.  You can also e-mail your information to 

pentecostlutheran@gmail.com. 

 

 

Christmas De-decorating will take 

place on Saturday, January 11
th

 at 

9am.  The more people who show up 

the faster we will be done!   
 

 

Elizabeth Wilckens 

UW-Milwaukee 

Bachelor of Science-Nursing 

Minor in Psychology 

 

Alyssa Wilkinson 

University of Louisville 

Masters of Education in          

                                    School Counseling 
 

mailto:pentecostlutheran@gmail.com


 
 

Peace, man 

No bell-bottom, hip-hugger jeans, no head bands, no 

incense or any other unusual aromas greeted us as we 

gathered to discuss “Hippie”, by Paulo Coehlo.  In fact, 

the book was met with lukewarm reviews; in an 

autobiographical novel, where we felt we should have 

really gotten to know the author, we were left 

unsatisfied.  Someone said he was vague and almost 

non-personal, and this rang true.  The places visited were 

non-descriptive, and we were always left on the outside 

peeking in, rather than being invited in to sit and hear his 

story.  It certainly was disappointing after having read 

his book “The Alchemist”, and really liking that one.  As 

per usual, what didn’t measure up in reading was more 

than compensated for in our food assortment!  Two 

batches of brownies (um….hippies!  Of course there 

were brownies!), Peruvian Arroz con Pollo, some 

psychedelic Jell-O that was really cool man!  Literally a 

Hippie salad, a colorful marshmallow Jell-o trip, and 

barbecued pulled pork sandwiches to take care of our 

munchies.  Then it was time for our annual book 

exchange.  Our book gifts will be what we read for 

January, which makes January the perfect time to join 

in!  Read any book of your choice and we go around 

doing a small book report, overview of the book 

read.  We meet at Katy’s home on Saturday, January 

18
th
 at 6:30pm.  Her address is 5727 Winthrop Ave.  We 

sure hope you will join us!  Any questions, please 

contact Kathy McGregor at 262-634-0938. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS 

PROGAM THANKS! 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped out with the 

Children's Christmas program!  We are blessed to have 

such a great group of Sunday School teachers and youth 

group leaders working with our youth. A huge thank you 

to the young men and young ladies in the teen Bible 

study for helping the Sunday School students learn their 

lines. They did a great job mentoring them and the 

Sunday school students enjoyed having "the big kids" 

working with them. Also, thank you to Gretchen and 

Grace Hansen for their help with laminating the students' 

ornaments that were used to decorate the Christmas tree 

during the program.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Stewardship Corner  

A big THANK YOU 

to our Sunday School children and staff for their presentation of A Red Letter Christmas. 

 

 

     Our young musicians this year were 

Quinten Lisowski playing piano, and 

Isabella Lisowski playing piano as 

Madelyn Sadowski and Lucy Bitner 

sang during the pre-service music. Lucy 

also sang during the offering. 

 

 

 
 “The Wise May Bring Their Learning” 
 

The wise may bring their learning, the rich may bring 
their wealth,  
And some may bring their greatness, and some bring 
strength and health;  
We, too, would bring our treasures to offer to the King;  
We have no wealth or learning; what shall we children 
bring?  
We’ll bring him hearts that love him; we’ll bring him 
thankful praise,  
 

 
 
And young souls meekly striving to walk in holy ways;  
And these shall be the treasures we offer to the King,  
And these are gifts that even the poorest child may 
bring.  
We’ll bring the little duties we have to do each day;  
We’ll try our best to please him, at home, at school, at 
play;  
And better are these treasures to offer to our King;  
Than richest gifts without them — yet these a child may 
bring.  
        ~Anonymous 



  As part of our 100th Anniversary celebration in 2008, we made several pictures books 
showing our church history. One of these books celebrates couples in our church who have 
celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary and are willing to share their stories with us. Recently 
we were able to add Rick and Diane Rognsvoog to our book. Congratulations to this couple who 
celebrated their 50th Anniversary in October. 
 

Rick and Diane Rognsvoog 

October 4, 1969 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 I came to Racine in 1967 to teach German in Racine 

Unified. Rick spent time in Korea with the US Army. Two 

years later we met on a blind date. I can’t believe how fast 

everything happened. On October 4, 1969 we were married at 

Church of the Resurrection. 

 

In 1974, our first child, Richard Harold, was born on 

October 15. Stephen Allen was born on June 29, 1976 

followed by Katherine Elizabeth in November 1977. I took 7 

years off from teaching to raise our children. Rick continued 

working at Continental Can. After 7 years I continued 

teaching German and Spanish spending most of the time at Racine Lutheran High 

 

The time flew. We made many friends at our summer home and at church. We are blessed by our children They 

all got college degrees and found wonderful spouses. We are blessed with 3 grandchildren. 

 

Lastly, Rick and I were blessed to spend 50 years together. We thank God we’ve had 50 years together in relative 

good health. 
 
 
Descending Dove  
 

A dove is a prominent symbol of the Holy Spirit. When the dove is shown flying downward, it reminds 
us of Jesus’ baptism, when, the gospel writers tell us, the Spirit descended on him in the form of a 
dove. Doves also symbolize baptism in general, because many Christian denominations teach that the 
Holy Spirit and its gifts are bestowed at baptism. Sometimes a dove is depicted with a three-ray nimbus 
around its head, indicating that it is a member of the Trinity. Doves are also commonly used as a sign of peace.  
 
 
“A New Year’s resolution is something that goes in one year and out the other.”  
—Unknown  

 


