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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

 It is hard to believe that Lent is already upon us this month.  The last Wednesday of February (26
th

) 

brings with it Ash Wednesday and the beginning of a 40-day journey to the cross of Good Friday and the empty 

tomb of Easter!  (Special note: if you just went to count the days from Ash Wednesday to Easter and you came 

up with a number higher than 40, the church does not “count” Sunday as being a part of the 40 days of Lent).   

 

 This year for our mid-week Lenten studies we will focus our attention on a book written by a pastor in 

our SELC district, Rev Zach Zehnder.  He has come up with the idea of a 40 day challenge to follow the words 

of Jesus.  Here is an explanation from his website: 

 

“The mission of Red Letter Challenge (RLC) is to help people live more like Jesus.  Sadly, when people think 

of Jesus-followers it is a far cry from who Jesus actually is.  After all that Jesus has done for us, we cannot be 

content with the picture and representation that we are sharing.  We must change the story and perception of 

who Jesus is.  At RLC, we believe that if people truly met the real Jesus, they would really fall in love with 

Him.  

 

So how do we change the story that we are telling?  We go back to Christ’s words.  You know, those red letters 

in your Bible.  It turns out he had a lot to say to His followers about what we are called to do and how we are 

called to live.  The RLC is unique because it takes Christ’s literal words and gives you practical daily challenges 

based on those words.  The RLC will give you targets to shoot for to help you measure how you are practically 

following after Him.  RLC believes that Jesus followers want to be the best Jesus followers that we can be not 

out of obligation, but out of gratitude for what Jesus has done for us!  

 

Do you have what it takes to really follow Jesus?  To truly do what He said? 

 

The RLC will help you: 

1)     Have a deeper relationship with Jesus. 

2)     Receive God’s forgiveness in your life and give grace to others. 

3)     Give you a greater heart of service. 

4)     Help you become more generous. 

5)     Give you confidence to speak about what Jesus has done in your life. 

 

Ready to take the challenge?” 

 

 On Wednesday nights in Lent you are invited to the Fellowship Hall of church for an evening of food, 

fellowship, and faith formation as together we take the Red Letter Challenge.  Copies of the book are available 

for sale online for $19.99 or you can sign-up for a copy on the sheet on the narthex table if you’d like Pastor 

Jacob to place your order.   

 

God’s blessings to you as we embark on the 40-day journey of Lent taking on the Red Letter Challenge 

together!     
 

 



Steve Matter – 02/01 

Matt Preuss – 02/03 

John Boehme – 02/05 

Shirley Vakos – 02/06 

Bill Hasko – 02/07 

Katy Wagner – 02/08 

Awniah Ali – 02/11 

Preston Galipeau – 02/11 

Sawyer Hamilton – 02/14 

Karen Jackowski – 02/15 

Tim O’ Neill – 02/15 

Lois Perman – 02/18 

Judah Smith – 02/19 

Addie Barthel – 02/21 

Shana Jacob – 02/22 

Jason Eckman – 02/23 

Tanya Hensel – 02/24 

Kevin Kinney – 02/27 

Zachary Scott – 02/29 

 

 

 

 
 

Karen & Bill Jackowski – 47 years 

February 10
th
 

 

Tim & Lindsay O’Neill – 10 years 

February 16
th 

 

 

 

Interested in becoming a  

Pastor or Deaconess? 
 

You are invited to meet with Rev. Bill Wrede, Director 

of Admissions at Concordia Seminary, to discuss 

seminary education and the path to becoming a pastor or 

deaconess.  Please contact Rev. Wrede at 314-505-7221 

or wredew@csl.edu to schedule an appointment.  Walk-

ins are also welcome. 

 

Concordia University Wisconsin 

12800 N. Lakeshore Dr., Mequon, 

Alumni Heritage Room 

Monday, Feb. 24
th
, 8am-4pm 

Tuesday, Feb. 25
th
, 8am-1pm

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are hoping to create a committee to help plan this 

year’s Neighborhood Block Party.  The areas where we 

need the most help is as follows: 

 

Entertainment  

- Search and reserve entertainment. In the past we 

have had magicians, zoo animals, etc. 

- Reserve the bouncy houses 

- Lead the water balloon games 

- Arrange local law enforcement, K-9, and/or fire 

departments to visit 

Food 

- Purchase food and beverages 

- Finding volunteers to help with grilling and 

serving food 

- Organizing food donations from congregation 

- Purchase of plates, napkins, utensils and 

condiments 

Set Up/Clean Up 

-  Find volunteers to help set up and take down 

canopies, tables and chairs, garbage cans, etc. 

- Clean up of leftover food and dishes. 

- Garbage cleanup 

Advertising 

- Publications in bulletins and newsletter  

- Canvass the neighborhood. 

Door Prizes 

- Seek and/or purchase door prizes 

- Organize sign up and distribution of door prizes 

Children’s Play Area 

-  Set up and clean-up of children’s play area. 

 

As you can see, there are numerous areas of preparation 

that need to be made in order for a successful block party 

to happen.  The past several years, all of these tasks have 

been accomplished by only a handful of people.  If you 

can help in any way, even if you cannot be there the day 

of, your time and efforts would be very much 

appreciated.  Monetary donations are also welcome. 

Please contact Tom Hasko – 414-828-7365 or 

tomhasko@gmail.com if you can be of assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:wredew@csl.edu
mailto:tomhasko@gmail.com


"The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind", by William 

Kamkwamba - Katie enjoyed it, said it was interesting 

and would recommend it (she read the young adult 

version)  There is also a movie out now about it on 

Netflix!  "Cilka's Journey", by Heather Morris - Sharon 

sad that it was of course a very sad, depressing story of a 

life after Auschwitz, but very well-written, a good 

story.  "The Similars", by Rebecca Hanover - Tim said it 

was angsty, futuristic - held his attention, was 

entertaining and well-written.  "The Woman in 

theWindow, by A.J. Finn - Kathy said that copious 

amounts of wine were consumed by the main character 

in this book - there were some twists and a surprise 

ending, but it took a long time to get there.  As per usual, 

what wasn't compensated for through reading was made 

up for in culinary treats!  Chili, Pineapple boats with 

shrimp (both beautiful and delicious), homemade tomato 

basil soup, blueberry cake and homemade 

cornbread.  Needless to say, "Yum" was the 

word!  February 29th will find us discussing "The Book 

Woman of Troublesome Creek", by Kim Michele 

Richardson.  "The folks of Troublesome Creek have to 

scrap for everything - everything except books, that 

is.  Thanks to Roosevelt's Kentucky Pack Horse Library 

Project, Troublesome got its very own traveling 

librarian, Mary Carter.  Inspired by the true blue-skinned 

people of Kentucky and the brave and dedicated 

Kentucky Pack Horse library service of the 1930s, "The 

Bookwoman of Troublesome Creek" is a story of raw 

courage, fierce strength, and one woman's belief that 

books can carry us anywhere - even back home."  Join us 

at Sharon Boehme's home on Saturday, February 29th at 

6:30pm.  Not only will we celebrate our love of reading, 

we will be celebrating leap year!  We hope you can join 

us! Any questions?  Please contact Kathy McGregor at 

262-634-0938.  Happy reading:)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Handpicked by God 
By Chelsea Crockett 
 
The world loves to tell us a handful of lies regarding self-
worth, purpose and so much more. It encourages us to 
compare ourselves to others, whispering lies of "You're 
not good enough" or "If only you were taller, smarter, 
prettier." Have you ever felt overlooked by the world 
around you? I know we all have before and that none of 
us are alone in this. It's a feeling that sticks with you 
leaving you feeling discouraged, sad, and longing for 
more 
 
The Bible talks about this feeling of worthlessness. Even 
the people back then felt this way at times. Fortunately, 
the Bible also tells us what God thinks about us, which is 
so much better than what the world tells us. Jeremiah 
1:5 says, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
before you were born I set you apart."  

 

 

 
 Lent, the church-year 
season that begins on Ash 
Wednesday, is a time of 
penitence and spiritual 
renewal. Some people give 

up a luxury or vice during 
Lent as a form of self-denial; 

others undertake a project that 
benefits others. 

 
The point isn’t to denigrate ourselves or to see how 
much we can do without. Instead, Lent helps us 
reflect on Jesus’ death. As Timothy Keller writes 
in The Reason for God: “The Christian Gospel is that 
I am so flawed that Jesus had to die for me, yet I am 
so loved and valued that Jesus was glad to die for 
me. This leads to deep humility and deep confidence 
at the same time. It undermines both swaggering 
and sniveling. I cannot feel superior to anyone, and 
yet I have nothing to prove to anyone. I do not think 
more of myself nor less of myself. Instead, I think of 
myself less.” 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eckman’s come to us from Faith Lutheran 

Church in Sturtevant, although seven years ago they 

moved from Melbourne, Florida. 

 

Jason is self-employed and Amanda works for the 

Racine Dental Group. Katie is a sophomore at Racine 

Lutheran High School. 

 

The Eckman’s have varied interests and hobbies. 

Jason has his own airplane. Amanda enjoys crafts and 

Katie likes sports and naps. 

 

Stewardship Corner 
  

You can’t do everything, 

but you can do something. 
 This is our Stewardship Theme for 2020.  

We saw last year that small amounts (1-1-1) added up to 

help for our church and others. Each person helping in any 

way he/she can is what makes our church work. 

 A check for $80 from the 1-1-1 offerings was 

presented to Racine Lutheran’s music teacher, Tim 

Gullicksrud, toward a bass guitar, which we had heard he 

wanted for the music program, or he can use it wherever 

he feels the music program needs it. 

 If you liked the 1-1-1 Offerings and are sorry to see 

them go, you can continue it on your own. Put your regular 

offering in your envelope each week and then add the 

amount you would have put in the 1-1-1 offering. You and 

God will know that you are continuing his work in this 

way. 

 In May, look for another Stewardship Weekend like 

we had last year. This will include a Work Day at church – 

cleaning, yard work, etc. Plans right now are that this will 

also include this year’s Noisy Offering to help with the 

cost of updating and repairing Pastor’s Office. Plan for a 

Stone Soup Sunday in the fall – more on this later  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 As you look through the new church directory, how 

many names can you put a face with? Can you greet these 

members by name on a Sunday morning or Saturday 

evening? It’s been a while since we did a picture directory, 

but we do have pictures of many members on the bulletin 

board in the Fellowship Hall. If your family picture is not 

there, please either give one to Joyce Hasko or ask her, 

Tim Hasko, or Pastor Jacob to take a picture of your 

family to add to the bulletin board. We’ll try to get names 

with them to help you know the people in our Church 

Family. 

 Another thing we did many years ago was a Do You 

Know This Member column. Members told us something 

interesting about themselves. Each month we put several 

in the newsletter minus the names. Names were added at 

the bottom so you could see if your guess was right. Here’s 

one to get you started. 

 

This month marks the 87
th
 year this man has been a 

member of Pentecost. He served as church treasurer for 

many years. He used to cut the grass in the summer and 

shovel snow in the winter. Do You know This Member? 

 

The Eckman’s – Jason, Amanda, and daughter 

Katie 

Bill Hasko 



 

Christianity in a Post Christian Culture 
The Church is no longer a dominant force in our Society. 

 

Saturday, February 29, 2020 

9:00am-4:00pm 
 

St. John Lutheran Church, 4850 S Lake Drive, Cudahy WI  
Handicap Accessible 

Contact info: stjohncudahy.org      stjcud@yahoo.com      414-481-0520 
 

Speaker: Brad Alles an Assistant Professor of Education at Concordia University WI, and in his 32
nd

 year of 

teaching.   He has won the CUNE Outstanding Student Teacher Award, the MLHS Heartland Funds 

Teacher of Merit Award, the South Wisconsin District Teacher of the Year Award, and the CUW Master 

Educator Award.  Besides speaking nationally, Brad has two books: Life’s Big Questions, God’s Big 

Answers and Starting at the End.  He also has a DVD called Big Questions, Biblical Answers. 
 

Summary of his presentation: 

1. The growth in unbelief 

2. The growth in hostility to the faith 

3. The reason for the hostility 

4. What to do 
  
 

Registration Form for “Christianity in a Post Christian Culture” 
 Saturday, February 29, 2020 from 9:00am-4:00pm  

 

Name 

 

 

 

Address 

 

 

 

City / St / Zip 

 

 

 

Phone 

 

 

 

Email 

 

 

 

Home Church / City 

 

 

Limited Seating / Registration required by February 14   (Refreshments & Lunch Included) 

Adults / $10          Students / Free (Confirmation to College)   

Make Check Payable to: St. John Lutheran Church 

Mail Registration form with Payment to: St. John Lutheran Church, 4850 S Lake Drive, Cudahy WI 53110 

 


