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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

 “And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.”  (Romans 1:6) 

 

“Children of God – Wanted By the Father” 

 

Some of you may remember those words jumping out at you during World War II from a poster.  Our 

government, caricatured in the figure of Uncle Sam, pointed a demanding finger in our direction and implied 

that we were needed and had an obligation to fulfill.  “I want you!” said the poster. 

 

One of the greatest of human needs is just that, the need to feel wanted.  We need to be assured someone 

cares for us, and we are import to that person.  Yet there are many dark times in our lives when we lose touch 

with those who hold us near and dear.  Sometimes it is because they have moved away from us, literally and 

figuratively.  More often it is because we have lost our perspective. 

 

During the depression of the 1930s a lecturer spoke to a businessmen’s group.  He took a sheet of white 

paper, pinned it to the wall, then with a pencil put a black spot in the middle of the paper.   

 

He asked, “What do you see?”  A man in the front row squinted and said, “A black spot.” 

 

Then the speaker said, “That’s the trouble with us.  We see the black spot, and we fail to see the great 

white field of opportunity surrounding it.”   

 

When the twelve spies went to survey the promised land of Canaan, ten of them saw only the walled 

cities and the giants.  Two, Caleb and Joshua, saw the grapes and the pomegranates, the milk and honey. 

 

So often in life, even though we have been called by the gospel to belong to the family of God, we fail to 

see the great blessing we have in that family.  We see only the black spot of sorrow, of suffering, of work, of 

aggravation, of trouble.  We see the walls and mountains of life which seem so unscalable, the giants of 

opposition and difficulty.  Focusing on the dark spots, we lose sight of the great white area of God’s boundless 

love.  We miss the fruit, the milk and honey of peace, pleasure, and power that God has set before us. 

 

Having entered God’s family through faith in Christ, let us accept the blessings he sends us as evidence 

of the Father’s love.  Christ has made us God’s children and we rejoice over every gift that comes from our 

Father’s hand.  For with each new blessing our heavenly Father reminds us, “I want you!”  Keeping that thought 

uppermost in our minds will help us to focus not on the little black spot but on the glorious expanse of God’s 

love. 

 

Prayer:   

 

Lord, keep reminding us how much you care for us and want us.  Amen. 

 

Pastor J  
  



Matt Preuss – 02/03 

John Boehme – 02/05 

Shirley Vakos – 02/06 

Bill Hasko – 02/07 

Katy Wagner – 02/08 

Awniah Ali – 02/11 

Preston Galipeau – 02/11 

Sawyer Hamilton – 02/14 

Karen Jackowski – 02/15 

Tim O’ Neill – 02/15 

Lois Perman – 02/18 

Addie Barthel – 02/21 

Shana Jacob – 02/22 

Tanya Hensel – 02/24 

Kevin Kinney – 02/27 

Zachary Scott – 02/29 

 

 
 

Karen & Bill Jackowski – 48 years 

February 10
th
 

 

Tim & Lindsay O’Neill – 8 years 

February 16
th 

 

There's No Business Like SNOW 

Business! 

Youth Ski Trip 2018 

 
We will meet at the Parish House at 10 a.m. on February 

17th to travel to Wilmot Mountain for skiing, 

snowboarding, and tubing.  After a day on the slopes, we 

will return to Pentecost for dinner and a lock-in led by a 

Concordia University WI Youth Ministry Team.  The 

theme of the weekend is "Jesus in the 

Hallway".  Registration materials were e-mailed out, and 

hard copies are available at church.  If you have any 

questions please see Tim Hasko (262.497.0496). 

 

Save the Date! 

District Youth Gathering 

July 19 - 22 (Not including Travel Dates) 

Oviedo, FL 

Theme:  "Sacred Things" 

 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Oviedo, FL is the largest 

church in our SELC District.  The theme of the youth 

gathering is "Sacred Things", a "play" on the title of the 

hit Netflix series "Stranger Things", and is based on the 

book of Colossians. Stay tuned for more details! 

 

PYTHON SOFTBALL -- PLAYER 

REGISTRATION 
 

First pitch is only about 100 days away!  Once again, the 

Pentecost Pythons men's softball team will 

play Sunday nights from May until early August, 

playing in the bottom league of the Racine City 

League.  After doubling their win total from 2016 to 

2017 with a pair of thrilling victories in 2017......the 

franchise looks to keep this feverish momentum rolling 

into the 2018 season.  Registration forms were emailed 

to all players on the 2017 roster this past 

week.  PLEASE RETURN THEM AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE.  Other interested players should contact 

Tom Hasko at TomHasko@gmail.com or call or 

text (414) 828-7365......or, you can even talk to him in 

person.  The cost is $40 per player and players.  As 

ticket prices have remained the same as prior years, this 

is also remains a very affordable spectator sport, which 

typically concludes with players and spectators gathering 

at Buckets Pub for a post-game "press 

conference."  Python Softball......can you hear the 

"hissssss?" 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

tel:%28262.497.0496
mailto:TomHasko@gmail.com
tel:(414)%20828-7365


SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS – Mrs. McGregor’s class – 

We have been walking with Jesus, literally!  We spent 

some time early in the season preparing walking sticks 

to use for our walkabouts, the kids did an excellent 

job!  In October, we ventured out to Petrified Springs, 

where we enjoyed quite the adventure – including 

weather!  There was hiking, there was laughing, there 

was playing, and yes, don’t worry, there was a lesson 

too!  This past Sunday, 1/14/2018 – we braved the cold 

to go to River Bend Nature Center and commune with 

God through nature – it was so quiet, peaceful…….oh, 

wait a minute, there were 7 kids, it was peaceful, but not 

quiet!  Thanks to Ian McGregor for being a willing 

chaperone, and for his warm car!  Thanks be to God for 

hot chocolate and His special message as we continued 

to walk through His Word.  I am so proud of 

my Sunday School class and their willingness to try new 

things and their adventurous spirits!  They are so well-

behaved and add a great deal to all of our lessons.  I am 

blessed by them.  Kathy McGregor 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MARTIN LUTHER 

REFORMATION CELEBRATION 

 

 On October 29, 2017 – our church came together to 

celebrate what Martin Luther did 500 years ago, a 

struggle that launched the Lutheran religion and many 

others as well.  Everyone brought delicious food, and 

especially Birgit Winterle made a beautiful cake that was 

a treat for both the eye and the taste buds!  We 

celebrated that even though we come from many 

different backgrounds (as evidenced by the delicious 

dishes that represented some of those cultures!), we are 

one in Christ.  Thank you to Pastor for all his dedication 

in highlighting this special event, and thanks to everyone 

who participated in the celebration – from handmade 

snowflakes that decorated the church, to the delightful 

table decorations and delicious food, but most 

importantly, thanks be to God for all His love and 

forgiveness.  We truly are blessed. 

 

            Your sister in Christ, Kathy McGregor 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stewardship Corner 
     Many years ago while shopping 
with my very young toddler, an 
older lady started a conversation. It 
must have gotten around to how 
old Tom was. Little knowing that 
she was dealing with a future CPA, 
church treasurer, IRS Agent, she 
also asked Tom how old he 

thought she was. After much consideration, Tom said, 
“Oh, about a hundred.” That ended our conversation! 
With a surprised expression 
on her face the lady walked away. (Regardless of what 
Tom may tell you, this is a true story.) 

This year we’d like you to put on your Thinking 
Caps as we start a series on An Attitude of Gratitude. 
You may be just as surprised by the results as Tom’s 
lady was by his answer. We hope your surprise will be a 
pleasant one, though! It starts February 11th. 

 

Did you notice… 
     The new siding 
has been installed on 
the church. The 
stained glass 
windows that were 
taken out to make 
room for the lift 
have been hung in 
the windows of 
Pastor’s office. 
Many other “little 
things” are getting 
done around our 
church. 
 

Many thanks to our 
trustees for all the work 
they did to make this 
happen. 
     Are you wondering 
what you can do to help 
at church? Check out the 
Volunteer Book on the 
table in the narthex for 
“job descriptions” and 
then give your name to 
our secretary to help fill 

some of the vacancies. 

  
Just a reminder that any time you visit Apple Holler 
Restaurant, be sure to bring a church bulletin along. If 
you give your bulletin to your server and ask that it be 

stapled to your bill, Apple Holler will give us a 
percentage of your bill. In early January, we received a 
check from them for $198.60 for last year’s bulleting. 

Thanks, Apple Holler! 
 Amazon Smile will also give us a percentage of 
your order if you let them know it goes to Pentecost. 
 If you know of other restaurants or businesses 
that give back to the church, please get as much 
information as you can and let your Stewardship 
Committee know. 
 

Banner Bees to Continue 
 Sharon Boehme will be continuing the banner 
making bees this year. New banners will focus on 
favorite hymns. Our Lenten banner will be “When I 
Survey the Wondrous Cross”. 

 

When I Survey the 

Wondrous Cross 
     Isaac Watts (1674-1748) was an 
English hymn writer and wrote over 
750 hymns in his lifetime, many of 

which are still sung in churches today. Matthew Arnold 
[an English poet of the 1800’s] declared the greatest 
Christian hymn in the English language to be “When I 
Survey the Wondrous Cross.” 
  Isaac Watts, the father of modern English hymnody, 
was the son of a deacon in the Independent Church, who 
had no sympathy with young Watts’ custom of making 
rhymes and verses when a boy. At the age of eighteen 
Watts was one day ridiculing some of the poor hymns 
then sung in the churches, when his father said to him, 
sarcastically, “Make some yourself, then.” 
 Accordingly, Watts set himself to writing a hymn, 
and produce the lines beginning: “Behold the glories of 
the Lamb.” That was the start of his eminent career as a 
hymn-writer. 
 He became a clergyman, but illness compelled him 
to give up the pastorate, and for thirty-six years he 
remained at the home of Sir Thomas Abbey at 
Theobaldo [in England], continuing his hymn-writing, 
which had reached its highest expression in this hymn, 
based on Paul’s words, “God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Once, after this hymn had been sung in the 
Church of Saint Edmund, London, Father Ignatius 
repeated to his congregation the last two lines of the 
hymn impressively— 

“Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, 

my all.” 
And he added: “Well, I am surprised to hear you sing 
that. Do you know that altogether you put only fifteen 
shillings in the collection bag this morning?” 
https://reasonabletheology.org/hymn-story-survey-
wondrous-cross/ 


