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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ. 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

Typically, December is a month of family and friends gathering together, of busy kitchens filled with wonderful 

smells, and listening to some of our favorite music about snow and Jesus’ birth.  It is also a time to reflect on 

the year that was, to look back and recall all the moments and memories that brought us to this point.  2020 has 

been quite the year!  And this December, like much of the year already, will be quite the challenge.  Our plans, 

just like our year, have all been impacted greatly by the pandemic.  But as much as we don’t like it, I think there 

are some positives that we can look back on and acknowledge at the tail end of the year.  So with that in mind 

here are… 

 

The Five Things that I’ve Learned (so far) in my First Pandemic 

 

1. God’s Hand is and Always Will be at Work 

 

Throughout all the challenges we encountered during 2020, I can confidently say that God was with us.  He has 

comforted us in our difficult times and encouraged his church to find new and creative ways to share His 

Word.  In speaking with other pastors in our district and region, it has been wonderful to see the different ways 

and lengths that congregations have gone to continue to share the Gospel.  Our own congregation when faced 

with the stay-at-home order found its way onto Zoom to continue to meet on a weekly basis.  And from that first 

Zoom gathering of me standing alone in an empty sanctuary with no music that first week, we were able to 

adapt and provide meaningful worship to everyone at home.  A big thank you to Tim Gulicksrud who assisted 

me behind the scenes and provided the music on a weekly basis.  After things slowly started opening up again 

we still saw the need and desire to continue to provide online worship opportunities so we transitioned from 

Zoom to Facebook Live. A big  thank you  to Tom Hasko for getting this up and running. Prior to the pandemic 

I have had a few conversations about recording our worship service, but they never went very far.  You can call 

me “Jonah” for my refusal to enter into the digital age.  But I can’t help but think that God has His hand in 

“forcing” our church and the Church (worldwide) into finding new ways to worship and share the Word both 

online and off.  And with that, how many more individuals are hearing the Gospel?  I’ve spoken with other 

pastors who have started parking lot worship services where the pastor preaches with a radio transmitter and 

members can sit in their car and hear the Word.  Another pastor told me that his congregation was older and 

struggled with technology, so he set up a daily devotion phone program that calls every member of the church 

and they have the opportunity to listen to a two-minute devotion.  What an amazing gift technology has been for 

the Church this year.  God’s hand has been at work and will continue to find new ways to share the Gospel. 

 

2. Change is Difficult 

 

In the midst of this pandemic most of us have seen a change in one way or another.  A change in routine, work 

schedule, or interaction with the rest of the world.  I’ve learned that change is a challenge.  It’s difficult to go 

from the known and what we are comfortable with to the unknown and scary.  Many of us are creatures of habit 

and we like it that way.  But there are times when change can be good.  It can offer us a different perspective on 

our world and the world around us.  It can change our perception of a neighbor or friend and help build or 

strengthen that relationship.  For me personally, the biggest change was having everyone home at the same time 



during a workday.  With 2 boys doing a form of virtual school, a wife working from home, and a third boy who 

just wants to play, it has been a challenge to get everything to work smoothly.  Sacrifices have needed to be 

made and the “change” has been difficult at times, but it has also been a blessing to spend so much time 

together. 

 

3. We have a Tremendous Need for Connection 

 

I am an introvert at heart with extrovert tendencies.  What does that mean?  There are times when I like to be 

left alone, I recharge by having time to myself- and that can be very hard when everyone is home together and 

the house is noisy.  But those extrovert tendencies show up when I want to just be with other people.  Where I 

look forward to spending time with others and enjoy conversation and their fellowship.  That has been 

challenged in the midst of the pandemic.  While technology has given us the ability to chat and see each other 

through a screen - there’s a nuisance that is missing in “being in the room” with someone else.  God has blessed 

us with a slew of people in our lives who help us stay connected and grounded.  From our biological family, to 

our friends, to our church family - we have a tremendous need to be connected to one another.  To celebrate the 

joyous events of life and to console during the difficult and heartbreaking moments of life.  We make up the 

body of Christ and together we walk in faith. 

 

4. Listening is a Skill 

 

We are all guilty of “checking out” in a moment.  Of not giving someone our complete attention.  I see it in my 

boys when I am asking them to do something and they are distracted by whatever it is they are interested in, in 

that particular moment.  They aren’t listening and they miss whatever it is I’m trying to talk to them about.  We 

have a tendency to tune out when things are uninteresting to us or we’ve heard it before.  This pandemic has 

brought into sharp focus how we communicate and what is communicated to each other.  With so many 

different ways to be connected to each one another technologically: email, texting, calling, Facebook and other 

social media postings, we have really done a disservice to one another in communicating effectively.  I can’t tell 

you how many times I’ve been disappointed and troubled by different posts and conversations I’ve seen 

online.  We’ve lost the ability to listen effectively and speak out of love.  These are difficult times and we are all 

experiencing something different from each other and something we’ve never experienced before.  But we 

shouldn’t give up on practicing our listening skills.   

 

5. Life happens no matter what is going on in the world.   

 

I give credit to Pastor Zach Zehnder (friend and author of Red Letter Challenge) for articulating this learning. In 

a recent email, he wrote:  

 

While there is something psychological about a calendar flip into a new year, ministry must not delay 

any longer.  I have continually thought, or heard, from pastors, “Well, I’m waiting to do x, y, and z until 

_____ date or until we have our people back.” 

 

I said in the beginning of the global pandemic that it felt like the world hit a collective pause.  Everyone 

was quarantined, schools were cancelled, and calendar items were wiped out.  I’ve never seen anything 

like it before.  And though it may have felt like the world hit a pause, the truth is the world never hits 

pause.  If the world paused, then: 

 

 Why am I in a state of emotional and mental unhealth like never before? 

 Why does church feel so much more complex than it ever was? 

 Why am I working as hard as I ever have but seeing fewer results? 

 Why are the “devoted, practicing pre-Covid” Christian parents not coming to my church out of 

safety for their children, and yet they have resumed in-person sports, activities, clubs, eating in 

restaurants in public, and not even wearing a mask in public? 



 

Like Red says in Shawshank Redemption, “You can either get busy living or get busy dying.” 

 

This past Sunday I preached a sermon called “I’m Flipping Out.”  The message was urging people to 

flip out of a “Because of Covid” mindset into a “Because of Christ” mindset by viewing God’s mercy. 

God’s mercies are new every day.  This pandemic that we are in has caused many circumstantial 

changes, and maybe even some permanent changes in our lives.  We are not immune from the changes 

that it has caused.  We are not immune from the losses we have experienced because of Covid. 

 

But, there is something else that happened in all of our lives that didn’t just change things 

circumstantially, but eternally.  When Jesus Christ came into your life, He completely wiped out the old, 

and made you into a new creation. 

 

Here’s the truth.  When it looks like the story is over, this is when God does His best work and writes a 

new chapter.  Remember, God is the Alpha and Omega, the author and the finisher.  His story is not 

over.  Don’t count Him out. 

 

Because of Christ, do not let your life or your 2020 be defined any longer because of outside 

circumstances.  Do not let your life and identity be hijacked by something that does not have the power 

to run your life and tell you who you are and how you are to live. 

 

As of writing this, there are exactly 42 more days in 2020.  That’s 42 new chances to view God’s 

mercy.  As we move forward, I urge you to do your best now and not delay any longer.  The days of 

hoping to get to _____ date, or waiting for things to return to normalcy, are a lie from the enemy.  The 

devil wants to keep you delayed, and down.  Pray, strategize, and talk about how to bring Christ in the 

middle of a crisis to a community, nation, and world that so desperately needs Jesus. 

 

These are just some of the things that have been on my mind over the course of these last few months.  I 

welcome you to share some of your insights with me or with each other as this unforgettable year comes to a 

close.   

 

God’s blessings to you all, 

 

Pastor Jacob 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Tim Barthel – 12/01 Debra Honore – 12/20 

Joyce Hasko – 12/2 Elizabeth Lisowski-12/21 

Cindy Honore – 12/08 Sue Hasko – 12/29 

Carrie Schurrer – 12/08 Tom Hasko – 12/29 

Bekah Smith – 12/09 Eva Hensel – 12/29 

Betty Mollerskov – 12/10 Jonathan Lisowski-12/29 

Tyler Jacob – 12/13 Mike Mueler – 12/30 

Jay LeGath – 12/17 Adam Hernandez – 12/31

  

 

 
 

Noah & Tyler Barclary 

December 14
th
 – 1 year 

 

Jay & Shelly LeGath 

December 15
th
 – 25 years 

 

Rev. Karl & Karen Luchterhand 

December 19
th
 – 39 years 

 
 

 
The Annual Congregational Voting meeting will be held 

on Sunday December 13th, after the church service. 

Some of the Church Council positions will be up for a 

vote, and there will also be other church matters to 

discuss, so hope you can attend, and keep abreast of 

what's happening in your church. 

 

 

Once again we are looking for people to 

sponsor a poinsettia for the wooden cross 

in front of the altar. They are only $8 

each.Please sign up on the sheet on the 

table in the narthex. Please place your $8 

in the offering plate and write poinsettias 

on the envelope. If you go to church virtually and still 

want one please call Sue Murcek/672 1646. You can 

pick up your poinsettia after church on Christmas day.  

 

 
Concordia PTL is hosting an easy family fundraiser for 

you all from the comfort of your vehicle.  Join us on 

Thursday, December 3rd from 5pm-9pm for Wisconsin 

Christmas Carnival of Lights at Jellystone Park in 

Caledonia for a drive-thru holiday 

lights display.  Experience the magic of the season with 

your family & friends and they will donate 25-30% to 

Concordia!!  Cost is $25 per carload of up to 8 

people.  Just mention that you're supporting 

Concordia.  Please spread the word to family, friends, 

coworkers and the community as this event is not limited 

to Concordia families only; the more cars that go, the 

bigger the donation.  Start your holiday season off 

experiencing 2 million Christmas lights on a path 

stretching over 1.5 miles long!  Now that's a sight to 

see!! 

 

 

 
Kwik Trip gift cards make great Christmas gifts!  You 

can purchase them after the Saturday or Sunday services.  

If you are not attending in person and would like to 

purchase some, please contact Tom Hasko and we will 

make sure we get them to you. Pentecost buys them at a 

discount and you purchase at face value!  Pentecost also 

receives a percentage of any in-store purchases.  See 

Tim Hasko after Saturday services, and Tom Hasko after 

Sunday services. 

 

 

 

 
 

Build a Shoebox Online! 
Thank you to everyone who took time out from your 

busy life to help children in need by filling a box for 

Operation Christmas Child sponsored by Samaritan's 

Purse. They were dropped off at Arise Christian 

Bookstore on Sunday, November 22nd, and they were 

very thankful to receive them. If you were unable to 

donate and would still like to, check out 

Build a Shoebox Online!  

 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/




Stewardship Corner 

You can’t do everything, 

but you can do something. 
 

Christmas Presence  
Amid the secular trappings of the holidays, we can 
lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas, until we 
lament with Charlie Brown, “Isn’t there anyone 
who knows what Christmas is all about?”  
 
These reminders call us back to where it all began 
— in the heart of God.  
 
“The giving of gifts is not something [people] 

invented. God started the giving spree when he 

gave a gift beyond words, the unspeakable gift of 

his Son.”  

—Robert Flatt  
 
“Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is 

that God so loved the world. The perfect gift is 

that he gave his only Son. The only requirement is 
to believe in him. The reward of faith is that you 
shall have everlasting life.”  
—Corrie ten Boom  
 
“The great challenge left to us is to cut through all 
the glitz and glam of the season that has grown 
increasingly secular and commercial, and be 
reminded of the beauty of the One who is 
Christmas.”  
—Bill Crowder  
 
“If we do not set aside time to focus together on 
what God’s word tells us about the promise of 
Christ, on Christmas morning we can find ourselves 
surrounded by mounds of torn gift wrap, our laps 
full of presents, but with hearts that are empty and 
unprepared.”   

―Nancy Guthrie 
 

Thank you to everyone 

who has given the gift 

of their offerings, time, 

and talents to our 

church this year. We 

have also been blessed with faithful members 

both through in person worship and on line 

worship. 

Be a Good Steward 

Soon we will be voting on the church budget for the 
coming year. We’re placing our trust in God and 
believing in our members and friends to support the 
church's ministry. Let us all show our faithfulness 
with good stewardship through our time, talents and 
treasures. 

 

Pastor Jacob with appreciation tokens given 
during Pastor Appreciation Month.  
 

 
 
  
 

Somehow, not only for Christmas,  

But all the long year through,  

The joy that you give to others,  

Is the joy that comes back to you.  

And the more you spend in blessing  

The poor and lonely and sad,  

The more of your heart’s possessing  

Returns to you glad.  

—John Greenleaf Whittier  
 

 



For the Kids~ 

I Spy… 
 

  It’s almost Christmas so let’s look for something for the Christmas season. 

Our church was started by 

Slovak immigrants. When they 

came to America, they brought 

their Christmas customs with 

them. Making OPLATY was one of them. These wafers, 

used in family devotions, symbolize the oneness in 

Christ of all Christians and especially of the members of 

the congregation.  

 I’ve made it easy for you to “spy” or find the 

oplatky. They are on a table in the narthex. Find them, 

look at them, but please don’t touch them or they may 

break and then others wouldn’t be able to see them. 

There is also a dish with some broken pieces of oplatky 

if you want to touch them to see what they feel like. 

Maybe, when things have settled down from Covid, we 

can ask our Oplatky Crew to make some more so that 

you can also taste them. When you go up with your parents for communion you 

will see the small circle wafers that we use for communion. Ours are made from 

oplatky. A special tool like a cookie cutter is used to cut the oplatky into 

communion wafers. 

 

 
Look For~  

One side has a chalice which is used in communion and the Slovak words Sláva-na-výsostech Bohu, meaning 

“Glory to God in the highest.” 

The other side has an angel and the Slovak words Narodil-sa-vám spasitel, which means “Unto you is born a 

Savior.”  

 

The Christmas wafers are made on a special iron like a waffle iron. A small amount of thin crepe like 

batter is poured into the iron and then it is closed and held over the gas burner on the stove until the wafers are 

done. The iron is heavy and has to be turned over so both sides of the wafer get done. We also bought an 

electric iron but it only has the design on one side. This is what we use to make extra 

oplatky for our communion wafers now. The iron used for the Christmas oplatky was 

made by one of our members many, many years ago. 

People all over the United States ask us to send them Oplatky to help them 

celebrate the Christmas season. 

 

 
 


