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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

 “Pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  

(1 Thessalonians 5:17-18) 

 

The snowplow came around the corner, and with a giant “swoosh” the entrance to the driveway was 

blocked with wet, sticky snow from the street.  Tommy and his father had shoveled the heavy stuff for over an 

hour, and now it was like starting all over again. 

Impatiently Tommy demanded, “Why did God make this snow so heavy?  Why couldn’t it be the light 

fluffy kind?” 

“If that were the case,” said Tommy’s father, “you’d be missing something.  Look around you.  This 

snow sticks to the trees.  It’s like God has begun decorating for Christmas.  And it packs really well – just right 

for making a snowman.”  That night during the family prayer everyone was surprised to hear Tommy pray, 

“Thank you God, for heavy snow.” 

 

We are all a little like Tommy, aren’t we?  We often tend to dwell so much on the negative side of 

things that we fail to see God’s goodness working in our lives.  Our old Adam is a true pessimist.  He even 

changes good encouragements from our Lord, like “pray continually,” into hopelessly heavy burdens. 

 

There is a way, however, to keep our sinful pessimism in check.  It’s to think like a saint and not like a 

sinner.  It’s to let God’s positive promises outweigh our negative doubts.  It’s to have faith that a gracious God, 

who loves us in Jesus Christ, “in all things works for the good of those who love him.” 

 

That’s right.  In all things God works for our good.  Even when it looks bad, it will turn out for good.  

The bloodstained cross and the empty tomb prove that. 

 

Therefore Paul can say, “Give thanks in all circumstances.”  That’s one way of following the 

encouragement to “pray continually.”  Simply change the complaint list into a thanksgiving list.  It’s bound to 

result in more of our thoughts rising to our Father’s throne. 

 

Positive, praying faith comes in only one way – by having God continually remind us that we are “in 

Christ Jesus.”  We are in his family through Christ, and he as our Father is eager to listen.  Wait for your Savior 

by praying – praying continually.  Thank God for your “heavy snow.”  Even the burdens he sends are for our 

good. 

 

Prayer:   

 

Dear Father, teach us to thank you for all things.  Even under life’s burdens may your love draw us closer to 

the Savior, whom we eagerly await.  In his name we pray.  Amen. 

 

 

Pastor J  

 



 
 

Tim Barthel – 12/01 Jay LeGath – 12/17 

Joyce Hasko – 12/2 Debra Honore – 12/20 

Kristi Barfield – 12/05 Elizabeth Lisowski-12/21 

Adam Pischke – 12/5 Sue Hasko – 12/29 

Cindy Honore – 12/08 Tom Hasko – 12/29 

Carrie Schurrer – 12/08 Eva Hensel – 12/29 

Robert Wear – 12/08 Jon Lisowski – 12/29 

Betty Mollerskov – 12/10 Mike Mueller – 12/30 

Robert Walther – 12/10 Deb Petri – 12/31 

Tyler Jacob – 12/13  

 

  

  

 
 

Jay & Shelly LeGath 

December 14
th
 – 22 years 

 

Rev. Karl & Karen Luchterhand 

December 19
th
 – 36 years 

 

 
 

Your children may receive a 

special gift on Christmas morning 

from Jesus through the parents.  

All parents may bring one gift for 

their child(ren) and place it under 

the tree in the Chancel.  They will 

be distributed Christmas day after 

the worship service.  Print your 

child’s name in large letters and 

have it under the tree at church by 

Christmas day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Annual Congregational Voting meeting will be held 

on Sunday December 10th, after the church service. 

Some of the Church Council positions will be up for a 

vote, and there will also be other church matters to 

discuss, so hope you can attend, and keep abreast of 

what's happening in your church. 
 

CONSIDER OUR ELDERLY AS WINTER 

WEATHER APPROACHES As cooler and wintry 

weather approaches, consider leaving some of the 

parking places closest to the church doors open for our 

elderly and those with difficulty walking.  Thank you for 

your care and kindness. 

 

Save the date! 

Wednesday, December 

27th the youth will have 

a movie and lock-in. We 

will go see Star Wars 

and will then come back 

to church to eat 

(probably pizza) and 

have an overnight lock-

in. All youth (and 

parents) are welcome to attend. All church members are 

welcome to the movie and pizza! There will be a sign up 

on the table in the narthex for the movie. Please respond 

either on the sheet or by emailing or texting me 

(daveandkaty@sbcglobal.net or 497-0175) by December 

22nd so I can order tickets. 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who 

donated for Operation 

Christmas Child! 21 boxes 

were collected and 

delivered and will brighten children's Christmas'. You 

made a difference! 

      

 
 
 

mailto:daveandkaty@sbcglobal.net


Stewardship Corner 

Living Christmas Each Day 
Author Unknown 

 
Christmas is more than a day of the year, 
More than a season of joy and good cheer, 
Christmas is really God’s pattern for living, 
To be followed all year by unselfishly giving. 
 
For the holiday season awakens good cheer 
And draws us closer to those we hold dear, 
And we open our hearts and find it is good 
To live among people the way that we should. 
 
But as soon as the tinsel is stripped from the tree,  
The spirit of Christmas fades away silently,  
Into the background of daily routine, 
We’re lost in the whirlwind of life’s busy scene. 
 
How soon we forget and the joy we forego,  
The blessings of serving mankind don’t you know?  
For if we lived Christmas each day, as we should, 
And made it our aim to always do good. 
 
We’d find the lost key to meaningful living 
That comes not from getting, but unselfish giving. 
Let’s Straighten our course like the Wise from afar, 
Seeking the Christ child and following the star. 
 
Our gifts are service, not frankincense and gold, 
Of following His example as we have been told, 
And we’d know the great joy of peace on this earth 
Which was a real purpose for our Savior’s birth. 
 
Glad tidings we’d bring, like that first Christmas night  
And our lives would proclaim, service is our delight! 
 

 
 

We Three Kings 
    John Hopkins, the author and composer of this hymn, 
was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He was an author, 
book illustrator, stained glass window designer, 
clergyman and editor of the New York Church Journal. 
 For a long time this hymn was regarded by 
hymnal editors as the sole USA contribution to carols in 
the English language. It is usually found in the 
Christmas section but is also an Epiphany hymn with the 
journey of the Magi. In 1863 he published it in his book 
Carols, Hymns and Song. It was the first Christmas carol 
originating from the US to achieve widespread 
popularity. 
 Hopkins wrote this hymn for a Christmas 
pageant during his final year of teaching at the General 
Theological Seminary of New York City. It was also 
sung by his family and friends. Every year his family 
had a dramatization of Matthew 2 and the Christmas 
story and this hymn became part of it. It is often sung 
with three solos on the middle verses and everyone on 
verses 1 and 5.  

 
 The Magi brought gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
What special gifts do you have 
to offer?  

At the November Church 
Council meeting, our secretary 
informed us that we were in 
need of many volunteers at 

church – Greeters, ushers, offering counters, altar 

guild, lectors… Will you volunteer this year – use 

the gifts God has given to you to give back to 

Him? 

 

Reformation Service Musicians 
Joyce Hasko, Amy Luxem, Tim Gullicksrud, Tim Hasko, Courtney Jacob, Jenna Geyer, Sofia Luxem, Teresa Barthel 
 



#Light the World In 25 Ways. Over 25 

Days 
     While looking for Christmas ideas online, I found this 

web site at mormon.org  It talked about Jesus as the light 

of the world and gave 25 ways to share that light during 

the Christmas season. I especially liked the one that fell 

on Dec. 2   - are you reading this Tom and Tim?? 

Jesus Honored His Parents and So Can You  

SOME WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:  
 Call (not text) your parents.  

 Write a handwritten note to your parents or in-

laws.  

 Learn about an ancestor and share their story. 

For help, try FamilySearch.org.  

Some other topics were praying for others, visiting the 
lonely, showing compassion, seeing potential in others, 
etc. Well worth checking into. 

 

Favorite Hymns 

     Thanks to all who turned in a list of their favorite 
hymns. A few new ones were added to our old list while 
many stayed the same. If you find another favorite or a 
new one during the year or didn’t remember to turn in a 
list, you can always tell us and we can add it to the list. 
 

 

If you look for Me 

at Christmas 

you  won’t need a special star– 

I’m no longer just in Bethlehem,  

I’m right there where you are. 

You may not be aware of Me 

amid the celebrations– 

But if you take a moment 

from your list of things to do 

And listen to your heart, you’ll find  

I’m waiting there for you. 

You’re the one I want to be with, 

you’re the reason that I came, 

And you’ll find Me in the stillness 

as I’m whispering your name. 

Love, 

Jesus 

 
 

 

 

 

Meet Shirley Vakos 

 
 

 

 
Shirley came to our congregation as a transfer from 

Christ the King Lutheran Church. She recently retired 
from a part time job of 34 years working for All Saints 
Healthcare. She is a Senior Health Technician for the 
Central Racine County Health Dept. 

Gardening, traveling, and spending time with family 
are Shirley’s special interests. She has three adult 
children – eldest is a daughter married and living in 
Racine, middle daughter living in Racine, and youngest 
a son living in Madison. 

 
 

 
Grace Hospice is looking for volunteers who are willing 

to share their time and efforts to our patients and their 

families as they navigate through their hospice journey. 

Volunteers are a vital part of the hospice team and may 

help with any number of patient and family needs 

ranging from social visits that provide 

companionship/company to helping with special last 

wishes and celebrations. Volunteers may also provide 

respite to families needing some time to recoup as well 

as administrative assignments with the West Allis 

location office.  All volunteers undergo a comprehensive 

training process to ensure they are comfortable with their 

assigned tasks.  Because Grace Hospice services patients 

all over the greater Milwaukee area, there are patients in 

the Racine and Kenosha area that are in need of a 

volunteer now.  Our team will also welcome any 

volunteers interested in working in the office setting 

with open arms.  If you are interested, please contact 

Jennifer Mortenson at 414-395-8650 or email at 

jmortenson@ghospice.com. 


