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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
In a recent sermon I commented on how we often love the carols and hymns of Advent and Christmas. They are
familiar to us and bring back wonderful memories. Memories of attending church as a family, of getting the melody stuck
in your head, or maybe your family had the tradition of gathering around the piano after dinner to sing some of the
“classics.”
It’s quite amazing how many places we come across Christmas music. From radio stations completely dedicated
to holiday tunes (even starting before Thanksgiving!) to shopping malls and retail stores playing it in the background
while you peruse the aisles and racks for that perfect gift. It has become an annual tradition to sign at least a verse from
our favorites at the 55+ Club Christmas party. And this year, weather permitting- blizzard avoiding; we hope to sing
Christmas carols to our shut ins in the area, to share our Christmas joy with them…and bring back fond memories for
them as well.
We love these carols and hymns because they are so easy to sing…easy to remember the words (for at least one
verse). But in the words of our favorite Christmas music is the Gospel truth – the good news of Jesus Christ!
I’d like to turn our attention to the lyrics of one of my favorite Christmas hymns, “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
LSB 361. In its lyrics we hear the story once again, the greatest story ever to be told, Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
coming down into our world, to a little town called Bethlehem…
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The ever lasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
How silently, how silently, The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.
We are the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!
Reading through it one more time, did you catch how many times we heard the promise of sin being overcome?
In verse 1 – the dark streets are overcome by the light (Jesus)! In verse 3 – God imparts to human hearts the blessings of
heaven, the blessings of forgiveness and salvation. And in verse 4 – we welcome the Holy Child to enter into our
lives/hearts and cast out that sin, not just today...but forever! That He would abide with us all the days of our lives.
God’s blessings to you this Advent and Christmas season!! Let us rejoice and sing as Christ has come and
promises to come again!
Pastor J

The 55+ Club Annual
Christmas Party will be held
on Tuesday, Dec. 6th t at
12:00 noon.
Roast beef
sandwiches will be served.
Everyone is asked to bring a
dish to pass, along with a $5
gift
to
exchange.
Everyone 55 and over is welcome!
Joyce Hasko – 12/2
Adam Pischke – 12/5
Cindy Honore – 12/08
Carrie Schutter – 12/08
Robert Wear – 12/08
Betty Mollerskov – 12/10
Robert Walther – 12/10
Tyler Jacob – 12/13
Jay LeGath – 12/17

Debra Honore – 12/20
Elizabeth Lisowski-12/21
Sheri Hansen – 12/29
Sue Hasko – 12/29
Tom Hasko -12/29
Eva Hensel – 12/29
John Lisowski – 12/29
Mike Mueller – 12/30
Deb Petri – 12/31

Jay & Shelly LeGath
December 14th – 21 years

Calling all women at Pentecost! Advent by Candlelight
is set for Sunday, December 4th at 6pm. For those
interested in attending there is a sign-up sheet in the
Narthex. This is a great way to celebrate the beginning
of the Advent season. Share this wonderful experience
with friends and family too! If you have any questions,
please contact Elizabeth Bitner, 977-1295.

Rev. Karl & Karen Luchterhand
December 19th – 35 years

Your children may receive a
special gift on Christmas morning
from Jesus through the parents.
All parents may bring one gift for
their child(ren) and place it under
the tree in the Chancel. They will
be distributed Christmas day after
the worship service. Print your
child’s name in large letters and
have it under the tree at church by
Christmas day.

CONSIDER OUR ELDERLY AS WINTER
WEATHER APPROACHES As cooler and wintry
weather approaches, consider leaving some of the
parking places closest to the church doors open for our
elderly and those with difficulty walking. Thank you for
your care and kindness.
Special thanks to everyone who
contributed to Bev’s funeral
luncheon and to everyone who
helped out in the kitchen. It was
a wonderful luncheon and is
greatly appreciated. Thanks for
everything.
– Family of Bev Langendorf

The Annual Congregational Voting meeting will be held
on Sunday December 11th, after the church service.
Some of the Church Council positions will be up for a
vote, and there will also be other church matters to
discuss, so hope you can attend, and keep abreast of
what's happening in your church.

BIG NEWS: You can now help support
the SELC District Luther League by
making donations online through our
website! Help us further our mission as
we seek to encourage and enable youth
and young adults to grow in Christ and
bring others to him! Thank you for your generosity!
http://www.lutherleague.com/donate-.html

Poinsettias: Once again if you
would like to order Poinsettias
this year, please sign up on sheet
in narthex. We will be ordering
only 13 plants this year. We will
be placing them on the wooden
cross that sits in front of the altar.
Please place your money ($8
each) in the offering plate and
mark it "poinsettia". You can
take your plant after Christmas
Service.

Thank you to everyone
who donated shoeboxes to
help brighten Christmas
for children less fortunate.
We
collected
34
shoeboxes which were
delivered to Arise! Christian bookstore in Racine and
will be shipped off from there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Please join us on Sunday, December
18th as the Sunday School presents
the Christmas story. Let your hearts
be filled with His Word, and let these
children help us remember the true
meaning of Christmas. Then join us
downstairs afterward to share a treat
and fellowship with one another.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego calmly conversed
with an Angel of God while in the fiery furnace, and we
made these lights to help us remember that God is
always with us!
Kathy McGregor's Sunday School class

Congratulations to Mareno Greco, Austin
Honore, Mason Wagner and Billy Wojak
in making first quarter honor roll at
Racine Lutheran High School
Congratulations to Cullen, Nathaniel &
Elizabeth Lisowski and Genevieve
Barclay for making Principal’s List at Concordia
Lutheran School.
We are proud of you!

John & Grace Hansen and Reynae Hensel

COME AND VISIT THE NATIVITY
ON MONUMENT SQUARE
Sat., Dec. 3rd thru Sat., Jan. 7th
Share the fellowship of putting up and taking down the
Nativity at 10am on Dec. 3rd and Jan. 7th. Each volunteer
will receive a group photo taken on Dec. 3rd. Every
church, business, family or person who volunteers time,
effort, talent and/or funds is automatically part of the
Community Christmas Coalition.
This nondenominational community display is maintained
entirely by volunteers. Fifty-two years ago, thousands of
Merry Christmas banners on public property in Racine
and its municipalities were taken down, along with any
religious symbols, including Nativity scenes. Twelve
years ago, the Christmas Coalition won the battle to put
up a Nativity on Monument Square in Racine. From
near and far families have visited the Nativity. Your
support is greatly appreciated. Please bring donations
for “Christmas Coalition” to any local Tri-City National
Bank, or mail to Tri-City National Bank, 2704 Lathrop
Ave., Racine, WI 53405. For more information call
262-639-8820

Stewardship Corner

This year’s
Christmas gift for our
shut ins will include
some home made
Christmas cookies.
Anyone willing to
donate a few cookies,
please let Joyce Hasko
or Sharon Boehme know by Dec. 10th. Kathy and Katy
are coordinating the youth group and Sunday School to
also make and decorate some cookies. If you’re not good
at baking and would like to help, cash donations for
supplies are also welcome. Also - If you have an idea for
a neat container to hold the cookies, please let us know.
The Thanksgiving Stuff a Bag project will wait for
another year. Please support the Holiday Food Drive as
listed in the bulletin.

Bloom Where You Are Planted
Look at this! That’s our pastor’s new son ~ and
look at the joy on the face of the man who is being
shown the birth announcement. Alice Hasko doesn’t let
being in a nursing home stop her from telling others
about her church. Showing everyone in the lunchroom
that day the card she had been given also led to
questions about her church – a chance to share her faith.
Remember those pens Tom keeps telling us to share with
others or leave when we sign a charge slip, etc.? Alice
also passes those on to others at the home with another
opportunity to tell someone about her church.
Where has God “planted” or put you where you
have the opportunity to tell others about our church?
Think of the things you can do to help fill our church for
our weekend services. Who can you invite?

Hunter
Allen
Jacob
Baptized 11/13/16
Pastor Jacob
holds his son,
Hunter, by the
new baptism
banner that was
made for his
baptism – part of
the Stewardship Committee banner making program.
Thanks, Sharon Boehme, for starting this program and
making the banner.

Beverly
Langendorf

11/10/28 – 11/3/16
Bev was a lifetime member of
Pentecost Lutheran Church,
and 55 Plus Club, and Ruth
Circle. She enjoyed reading,
playing cards, having breakfast
at De Rango’s on Washington,
and going to various Casinos.
In her younger years she
traveled all over the United States with her friends. She
especially loved eagle watching in the Prairie du Chien
Area, and family get- togethers.

From Heaven Above
to Earth I Come
~ Martin Luther
Martin Luther wrote this hymn for his children’s
Christmas Eve celebration. Stanzas 1-5 were sung by
someone dressed as an angel, stanzas 7-14 by the
individual children as a response to the angel and stanzas
6-15 were done by the entire family.
As with some of Luther’s other hymns, “From
Heaven Above to Earth I Come” is in part derived from
a popular song of his day—in this case a singing
game. In Liturgy and Hymns (volume LIII of Luther’s
Works), Ulrich Siegfried Leupold (editor) notes that the
first stanza is based on an old garland song refrain that
was sung by a young man before giving out a riddle to
one of the girls in the circle. If she could not solve the
riddle she had to give him her wreath or garland.
Information from Lutheran Worship Hymnal
Companion andlLutheranreformation.org (Jonathan A.
Swett)

