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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ. 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

 In the middle of last month I was given the privilege of joining 12 others from our church to attend the 2019 

LCMS National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN.  The theme this year was Real. Present. God.  Based off of the text 

of Psalm 46: 
 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
2 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give 

way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
3 
though its waters roar and foam and the mountains 

quake with their surging.  
4 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the 

Most High dwells.  
5 
God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day.  

6 
Nations are in 

uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts.  
7 
The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our 

fortress. 
8 
Come and see what the Lord has done, the desolations he has brought on the earth.  

9 
He makes 

wars cease to the ends of the earth.  He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire.  
10 

He 

says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”  
11 

The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

 It was an incredible 5 day journey of faith for the youth and chaperones.  For some it was faith forming, building 

and growing in their faith as they learn of God’s love for them.  For others it was reaffirming their faith, trusting in the 

promises of God and seeing His hand active in their life.   
 

 Our youth and chaperones participated in morning Bible studies with a few thousand friends, break-out sessions 

listening to presentations on a variety of subjects, walking around the convention center floor being introduced to different 

programs and institutions in our Synod, and finding ways to have fun in interactive games.  And for four evenings we 

closed our day with a Mass Event at US Bank Stadium (The home of the Minnesota Vikings!!).  In the mass events we 

sang Christian songs, listened to different presenters, saw skits and dramas, and worshiped with some 23,000 people.  And 

on our final morning, we gathered in the stadium one last time to celebrate Holy Communion in worship of our Real. 

Present. 

 I’ll try to summarize succinctly some of my take-aways from our time in the Mass events: 
 

1.  There’s not always an answer.  We often struggle with trying to figure things out, trying to justify what is happening 

in our lives and wondering why do bad things happen.  We end up asking the question, why God why?  Simply put, we 

need to put our faith in God and see him at work in every situation. 
 

2.  It’s okay not to be okay.  In the age of social media that we are living in now, we end up comparing ourselves to other 

people and seeing how far we fall short.  We see friend’s Facebook posts and wish we had it as good as them.  Or we are 

concentrating on our image (our appearance) and never seem satisfied with what God has given us.   
 

3.  You are safe in Jesus.  We live in an increasingly dangerous and hostile world.  Schools and churches are under attack 

– literally and figuratively.  We look for “safe” things.  We seek protection and refuge in the things of the world and many 

times we try to avoid our problems.  But the greatest place to find total peace is at the foot of the cross.  Where Jesus 

Christ has redeemed us forever. 
 

4.  You are fearfully and wonderfully made.  God’s love for you has never stopped, it has never waned.  And the 

creator who made the heavens and the earth took the time to make you.  He sent his Son Jesus to die for you.  And spoiler 

alert – Jesus promises to come back.    
 

There is so much more I can share, so if you want to hear more and haven’t purchased your “share” for the upcoming 

share dinner, please see one of the participants, Tim Hasko, or myself to learn more about how you can attend the 

upcoming Share Dinner (date yet to be determined).   

 

God’s blessings to you as we continue to worship and follow our Real Present God!!                  -Pastor Jacob 



 
Will Smith – 08/02 Rachel VanRuden – 08/16 

Shelly LeGath – 08/03 Tiffany Cooper – 08/17 

Gretchen Hansen – 08/04 Sue Johnson – 08/18 

Jeff Hansen – 08/04 Josette Lisowski – 08/20 

Deacon Jacob – 08/04 Carrie Smukal – 08/20 

Nadiah Ali – 08/09 Quinten Lisowski – 08/23 

Mike Wilkinson – 08/09 Pam Sinclair – 08/23 

Denise Denault – 08/13 Robert Barclay – 08/26 

Devon Hetland – 08/13 Karen Merrill – 08/27 

Dave VanRuden – 08/14 Mike Smolko – 08/29 

Dorothy Holland – 08/15 

 

 

 
 

Matt & Elizabeth Preuss – August 1
st
 – 4 years 

John & Sharon Boehme – August 6
th
 – 31 years 

Julie & Glen Heldt – Augustg 16
th
 – 33 years 

Mike & Amanda McCray – August 19
th
 – 12 years 

 

 

 

 

Joan Langendorf 

Home Harbor 

1600 Ohio St. #91 

Racine, WI 53405 

262-995-1254 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry 

would like to share the love of 

prayer shawls and you can help! 

Do you know of someone who 

could use some love? It could be 

for any occasion, both happy and 

sad. Maybe you know someone 

celebrating a milestone birthday, 

anniversary or some other happy 

occasion; maybe someone you 

know is struggling with sickness 

or a death; maybe they are struggling with a mental 

illness. If you know of someone with whom you would 

like to share a prayer shawl, please let us know. Put a 

note in our mailbox at church with who you are and why 

you would like a shawl, and we will make sure you get 

one to share. Any questions see Sharon Boehme, Kathy 

McGregor, or Katy Wagner 

 

Shareholder's Dinner coming soon! The youth have 

returned from the journey to Minneapolis and would 

love to share what they experienced at the National 

Youth Gathering. Among 22,000 youth and adults we 

learned about our Real. Present. God. We grew in our 

faith and in community with one another as well as 

having some fun (and scary!) times. To hear all about it 

come to the share dinner on Saturday, August 17th at 

about 6:00. We will be serving hotdish (apparently a 

Minnesota staple), salads, desserts, and drinks. If you are 

already a shareholder all you need to do is show up! If 

you were not able to purchase a share yet but would like 

to, either contact one of the youth that went or come that 

night and purchase one. Any questions see any adult or 

youth that attended the gathering: Mareno Greco, Gianni 

Greco, Grant Barclay, Mason Wagner, Paul Barthel, 

Ethan Song, John Hansen, Grace Hansen, Sofia Luxem, 

Genevieve Barclay, Pastor Jacob, Teresa Barthel, Katy 

Wagner. 

 

 

 



Stewardship Corner 
   

1-1-1 
  

 Our 1-1-1 Offerings continue with a new 

project to be voted on this fall. Our Trustees have 

given us a couple suggestions of projects that need 

to be done. 
 

July Thanks Went To… 
 

 Our VBS Coordinators – Teresa Barthel and 

Amy Luxem. What a lot of work these two ladies 

did to put together a successful VBS program for 

this year. We were told that they also thanked the 

other volunteers who helped with VBS. Amy and 

Teresa have also been a big help to our music 

program. Amy plays the piano during communion 

and accompanies her daughter, Sofia, when she 

sings solos. Teresa plays violin solos during the 

offering. Thanks, Teresa and Amy, for all you 

do! 

 

You’ve probably heard “A 

Picture is worth a thousand 

words” so this month we use 

clip art to present our message.  

 

  

 

 What will you 

share with your 

church this 

year? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These two 

speak for 

themselves! 

There’s been 

lots of room 

for friends 

this summer. 
 
 
“You can do what I cannot do. I can do what you 
cannot do. Together, we can do great things.”  
—Mother Teresa  

 

The 4
th

 

Sunday of 

each month is 

Hymn Sing 

Sunday. This 

is the time 

YOU get to 

choose the 

hymns you want to sing. What’s your favorite? 
 

There’s a flower chart in the narthex 

where you can sign up to put flowers 

on the altar to celebrate a special 

occasion or just to honor your Lord 

on His 

day. 

 

Remember to say Thank 

You to friends and 

neighbors. 

 

BUT He does need us to remember our 

church even when we’re on vacation. 

Our church’s bills don’t take a 

vacation. 



 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Introducing our new Members 

Will Smith and family 

Bekah, Zoe, Liam, and Judah 
 

 
We are the Smith family and we wanted to introduce our family to Pentecost.  We have just recently celebrated our 6 

year anniversary.  Before our marriage Will went to school at Concordia River Forest (now Concordia Chicago) and was 
classmates with Pastor Jacob.  He graduated as a Director of Christian Education and served at Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church in Cadillac Michigan for 3 years and at Atonement Lutheran Church in Columbus Ohio for 7 years before moving 
to the Chicago area.  Bekah is a Presbyterian (PCA).  She served as a missionary at the International Christian School in 
Vienna, Austria for several years and last served as a Kindergarten teacher at Pui Tak Christian School in Chicago’s 
Chinatown. 
  

We met on a Christian dating site called Christian Café while I was in Columbus Ohio and Bekah was in 
Chicago.  We met, fell in love, and got married on July 13, 2013.  Will left the full time ministry when he moved to 
Chicago and got a job at his current place of employment, Allstate Insurance Company in the Catastrophe property claims 
group.  A month after our marriage we were expecting our first child (a happy surprise that came earlier then we had 
planned) and so Bekah left her job at Pui Tak to be a stay at home mother and part time piano teacher. 
  

We spent the first 5 years of our marriage renting in Chicago and its suburbs.  During this time we attended Spring 
Valley Presbyterian Church where Bekah used her musical talents to play piano and provide vocals during 
worship.  During this time we had two children, Zoe who is now 5 and Liam who is now 3.  In the fall of 2018 we were 
going to have to move from our rental home and decided it was time to purchase our own home.  Neither of us wanted to 
buy a house in Illinois and we decided to purchase a home in Wisconsin.  This is possible because Will works in 
Northbrook, Illinois which is a Northern suburb.  
  

During this time we were preparing to welcome our 3rd child.  We purchased a home in Kenosha and a few months 
later our 3rd child, Judah, and we became a family of 5.  Our family includes a black lab mix named Schatzi and the recent 
addition of two fish, Nemo and Ariel.  We are so happy to be a part of the Pentecost Family and are enjoying worshiping 
and getting to know our new church.  

 
 
 
 

Noisy Offering 
  September has become our Noisy Offering Month. Start now to save change for 
your opportunity to “Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord.” Watch the bulletin and 
September newsletter for more details as to date and what our Noisy Offering will be used 
for this year. 
 


