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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
“Our citizenship is in heaven.” (Philippians 3:20)
“Citizens of heaven” is more than a pious phrase that has a pleasing sound. It is descriptive of the great honor
which God is pleased to bestow on us for Jesus’ sake. Citizenship in Israel was highly prized in Old Testament
times. Roman citizenship was highly prized in New Testament times. American citizenship is highly prized in
our day. But how can we ever begin to compare any of these with citizenship in heaven?
The kingdoms of this world come to an end. They are constantly vulnerable. Citizens of this world have to
switch allegiances as their rulers and governments change. Earthly citizenship is never sure, and its eventual
loss is inevitable. But the citizen of heaven belongs to a kingdom that will never end and never change. It
stands firm and sure, for Jesus is defending it and those in it. The citizen of heaven will not have his/her
citizenship taken from them, nor will his citizenship end when he dies. He has an “inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade – kept in heaven” (1 Peter 1:4).
The heart of the blessing of citizenship in heaven is that its citizens are the redeemed people of God. They are
the people to whom God has granted his mercy in Jesus Christ. They are people who have been delivered from
the condemnation and destruction, which will belong to the enemies of God. Rather than being separated from
God as foreigners and strangers, because of Christ we have become fellow citizens with the saints and members
of his family.
We ought to prize our citizenship highly. It is not something man can achieve or merit by his own efforts, but it
is a citizenship awarded by the grace of God. We are citizens of heaven because Jesus won a place for us there
by his atoning death on the cross. He sealed our citizenship in heaven by his resurrection from the dead. And
he ascended into heaven to prepare a place for us there.
Through the gospel invitation the Holy Spirit led us to believe these wonderful truths concerning Christ. By the
powerful promises of God in the Scriptures, we are assured that we belong to Christ and that heaven belongs to
us. But no one, no, nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ or deprive us of our citizenship in
heaven.

Prayer:
We thank you, O Lord, that you have called us into your kingdom of grace and mercy. We rejoice that you have
forgiven our sins and written our names in the Book of Life. Amen.

Pastor J

Peggy Clark – 04/02
Gordy Graves – 04/03
Jon Cooper – 04/03
Beth Bitner – 04/04
Abigail Ekstowicz-4/5
Pat Hetland – 04/11
Milani Ramirez-4/15
Cody Schrubbe – 04/17
Austin Honore – 04/18
Julie Perman – 04/19
Simon Jacob – 04/20

Kianna Galipeau – 04/21
Alice Hasko – 04/22
Su Kish – 04/22
Donna Rick – 04/22
Collin Honore 04/23
Tyler Cooper - 04/23
Sandy Pischke – 04/25
Joan Langendorf – 04/26
Jeffrey Foss – 04/28

We are looking for help cutting the church and parish
house lawns again this summer. There is a sign-up
sheet on the table in the narthex. This is a huge
money saver for the church, so it would be great to
get a lot of volunteers to help with this task. If you
need help learning how to use the equipment just
contact one of the trustees for their assistance.

Matthew & Melissa Galipeau – 7 years on April 1st
Sharon & Nicholas Werner – 15 years on April 16th
Rob & Debby Cooper – 30 years on April 25

th

Mike & Cheryl Lynn Wilkinson – 28 years on April 29th

Fellowship Club will have a pizza party on Tuesday, April
4th at 12pm. Everyone is invited! A $5 cover charge is
asked to cover the cost of pizza and salad. There is a signup sheet in the narthex. If you have any questions please
contact Jane Maloney (635-0625).

Kathy McGregor’s Sunday School Class

Mark your calendars for our annual spring rummage sale
Saturday, May 6th – 8am-1pm - Feel free to bring your
items to the Parish House during office hours – M, W, Thu
& F – 12:15-3:15pm, or drop them off after a church
service. Larger items can be put in the garage. All
proceeds will go to the Youth Group.

Thank you to those who have donated
food to the veterans outreach. We will
also continue to collect for Living
Faith Church Food Pantry (formerly
Atonement Lutheran)

These are our lion pillows as we learned about Daniel in
the lion's den.

Prayer Shawl
Ministry Update
Katy is the first one to
finish a prayer shawl, and it
was a deep, moving, and
memorable moment as we
gathered in a circle, held
hands and prayed over the
completed shawl. She is
distributing it to someone
she knows in need of it, and
we pray that it is a
blessing.

Maundy Thursday Service
7pm
Good Friday

Tre-Ore Services
12pm – 3pm
Racine Lutheran High School
Good Friday Service
7pm
Easter Sunrise Service
6:30am

Easter Breakfast 7:30am - 8:30am
Easter Celebration Service
9am

Racine Lutheran High School will dedicate its newly
created Veterans Project on Friday, May 19, at 1:30 p.m. at
the school, 251 Luedtke Avenue. The RLHS Veterans
Project honors the alumni who served in the U.S. Armed
Forces. All are welcome. We are hoping to identify all
RLHS alumni who have served our country in the Armed
Forces. If you are a graduate of RLHS and you served our
country – or you know of others who have – please contact
the
school
at
637-6538
or klong@RacineLutheran.org and provide us with the
details.

We will again partner up with
Two Men and a Truck to
celebrate mothers. We will be
collecting toiletries such as
toothpaste,
toothbrushes,
shampoo, etc., starting in
April thru May 12th. These
items will go to the Women’s Resource Center by the
moving company for Mother’s Day.

If you would like to
purchase a lily for our
wooden cross, please
sign up on the sheet on
the table in the narthex.
You can take them
home
after the
9am Easter
service.
Deadline is Sunday,
April 9th.

Stewardship Corner
Let’s Nail It Down!

What is Stewardship?
Stewardship is not just raising funds;
It’s raising Christians.
Stewardship is not a matter of budgets;
It’s a matter of faith.

Agnus Dei

Our Roof Repair project is off to a good start.
Thanks to Noah Barclay for preparing the display.
Aren’t those shingles we get to add great! Since this
picture was taken, several more shingles have been
added. Each time a donation is made, another shingle
is added. If you’d rather not put your name on the
shingle, please add one anyway each time you donate
to the fund. That way we can see how our fund is
growing.
Our treasurer reported $2039 in the fund at the
end of February. That was before our project
officially started so we know there’s a little more than
that in it now.
Another Banner Bee will
be held on April 1st at 9
AM. Sharon Boehme has
also taken pictures of all the
banners we currently have.
A few of the older ones were no longer usable.
Expanding our view of service
We often think of serving in terms of Matthew 25:
supplying food and clothing; caring for the sick,
incarcerated and other “least of these” members of society
— serving Jesus in the process. But we also can serve him
with our unique talents and by doing things we love.
For example, Ged King, a barber in England, devotes
some of his time off to giving homeless people free
haircuts. Imagine Jesus saying, “For my hair was long and
scraggly, and you cut it” — or “My heart was lonely, and
you played music to lift my spirits. I could no longer read
small print, and you read to me. I have to work two jobs,
and you invited my child to spend afternoons crafting with
you. My car broke down, and you repaired it.” Then the
King will say, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father
… whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:34, 40,
NIV; emphasis added).

This image is known as the Agnus
Dei, Latin for “Lamb of God.”
When pictured standing and with a
banner, it represents the risen
Christ, victorious over death. John
the Baptist, seeing Jesus approach,
famously declared, “Look, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of the world!” (John 1:29,
NIV). In Revelation, too, Jesus is
portrayed as a lamb who was slain
but now reigns triumphant.

I Know that My
Redeemer Lives
Samuel Medley 1738-1799
If you enjoy learning the story behind your favorite
hymns and have internet access, you can often find the
stories by typing “Hymn Story and the name of your
hymn.” This month I found information about the hymn
writer but not the story of why he wrote this particular
hymn.
Samuel Medley was the son of a teacher but educated
privately by his grandfather. He was taught Christian
values but became friends with boys who were not Godly.
He started an apprenticeship with an oil-man but found
that a person could leave an apprenticeship and join the
military service. He joined the British Royal Navy.
His leg was severely injured to the point of possible
amputation. He remembered his early teachings and began
to pray. The leg got better and he was sent to his
grandfather’s house to recover. His grandfather read him a
sermon written by Isaac Watts, which changed his life. He
became a Christian and began attending the Baptist
Church. He opened a school for a while and then began
preaching. He took a special interest in Seamen and
Servicemen and was very popular. He died in 1799 after a
long and painful illness.
I Know that My Redeemer Lives is one of his most
famous hymns.

Judy Ruud
11/1/44 – 2/25/17

March 3rd saw the first use of our new funeral banner
at the funeral of Judy Ruud.
Judy is remembered by many for her years as a
teacher’s aide for the Racine Unified School District.
After her retirement, she was a volunteer for Little Saints
and Cops for Kids.
Wayne and Judy celebrated their 50th
Anniversary June 20, 2014. At that time, Judy told us
they met at the Palomar Skating Rink in Milwaukee.
You can read their story in our Pentecost 50th
Anniversaries Book.

Thanks to our many musicians who have
participated during this Lenten Season – singing,
and playing instruments. God has indeed blessed
our congregation with many instrumentalists –
trumpets, guitars, flutes, pianists, organists - to
name a few.

Mary Ann Graves
8/19/36 – 3/20/17

Mary Ann Graves was a life-long member of
Pentecost – baptized, confirmed, and married here. The
Graves sons, Dave, Dan, and Tim were also baptized and
confirmed at Pentecost. She was an active member of the
Ruth Circle – often helping with dinners, funeral
lunches, and other projects. The Graves were also
members of the 55+ Club as well as community clubs
and projects.
Mary Ann was a member of the first graduating
class at Lutheran High.
Gordy and Mary Ann celebrated their 50th
Anniversary by renewing their vows on July 31, 2011,
with family members present. Their story is also in our
50th Anniversary Book.
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The Graves Family at 50 Anniversary Service

